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Aljoea Asanovic, Croatia's World Cup star and that country’s second most capped player, seen here 
In action In Sydney last Sunday for his new Australian club, Sydney United. Asanovic above batties 


By John Economos 
———————— 


AUL BLANCO, 
the highly experi- 
need coach who 


most unfortunately, (in 
fact make that most cru- 
elly), was made the ‘sacri- 
ficial lamb’ following our 
Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games team’s disappoint- 
ment in not getting past 
Round 1, remains still 
unemployed. 

But that may, (most 
hopefully), soon all 
change. 

ABSW last night under- 
stood that an NSL club, 
(possibly two in fact), is 
about to approach Blanco 
to sign him up for next sea- 
son. 

ABSW says, the quicker, 
the better. 

Now that ‘this Club’ has 
made the required rank- 
ings, and recently released 
by Soccer Australia for 
next season’s compact 
League, it’s in the market 
for a new coach. 

The Club is understood 
to also be most willing to 
inject more funds to recruit 
new players to bolster its 
playing staff. 

Blanco during the entire 
Olympics, courageously 
instructed his Australian 
team to always play attrac- 
tive and attacking Soccer in 
all of Australia’s three pre- 
liminary Olympic matches. 

That, the Australian 
Olympic team most cer- 
tainly did. 

However, two fatal mis- 
takes committed by two of 
Blanco’s star players, huge- 
ly steered the Australian 
team to two defeats. 

Australia’s level of fit- 
ness, tactics and overall 
strategies, (Blane: 
department), were nothing 


short of excellent. 

But those two crucial 
mistakes committed by two 
of his Olympic players, 
ultimately left Blanco 
alone to pay the cruel 
penalty for Australia’s fail- 
ure to go past Round |. 

To remind some of our 
reders, the Australian 
Olympic team had to first 
clash with the $340 million 
Italian side, (also the then 
recently crowned Eurpean 
Champions), at the M.C.G., 
September 13th, 2000. 

To a packed M.C.G., 
Australia had Italy under 
constant siege by taking the 
attack direct to the Italians. 

Yet we lost 0-1 through a 
fundamental error that hor- 
rendously surfaced just 
nine minutes from fulltime. 

What has since been 
quickly forgotten, Hayden 
Foxe lost critical posses- 
sion minutes from fulltime 
that led to Italy’s sole and 
winning goal which ulti- 
mately robbed Australia of 
at least a vital and precious 
scoreless draw. 

Game 2 again saw a gal- 
lant, attacking Australia 
take on the then current 
Gold Medallist, Nigeria. 

The Africans’ superior 
pace quickly had Australia 
down by two goals. 


But the never-say-dig 
Australians, unbelievably 
fought back to valiantly 
level the scores at 2-2, 
(Foxe and Wehrman) just 
before the break. 

Then tragedy once 
again. 


Right out of the blue, yet 
another fundamental mis- 
take by an Australian play- 
er, (Simon Colosimo), saw 
a very weak back header 
towards “the stranded 
Aussie goalkeeper, allowed 
the panther-like Nigerians 
to hit the winner and 
painfully down Australia 
23, 

Two mistakes by two of 
Australia’s Olympic stars, 
denied Blanco, (and 
Australia), two most valu- 
able draws, 

Tn the aftermath of the 
“greatest Olympics ever 
staged’, nobody but Blanco 
was left to pay the bill. 

Why? 

After 20 years of sterling 
service and vast interna- 
tional experience with our 
various national teams, it 
will ‘very good to see the 
forgotten man Blanco; 
make a come back. 
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Cosmos cry foul over 
clubs, NSL secret deal 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Cosmos are calling 

for the ‘high farce’ of 

National Soccer League 
restructuring to be abandoned 
after chairman Danny Moulis said 
Brisbane Strikers possess an 
undertaking they will remain a 
member of the competition until 
2002. 

If confirmed, the undertaking, 
reportedly given by former Soccer 
Australia chairman David Hill, will 
ensure the Strikers’ survival even 
though they had previously been tar- 
geted to be dropped in order to 
reduce the competition to 12 teams 
for the 2001-02 season. 

Moulis said this meant there were 
now two clubs with ‘get out of jail 
free’ cards, the other being Auckland 
Kingz. The Cosmos and the virtually 
moribund Eastern Pride are the other 
two teams slated to be dropped. 

“The appeal process, and the 
guarantees given to some teams 
have produced a game of musical 
chairs,” he said, 

“In addition, there is a suggestion 
that some teams have been treated as 
going concerns on the basis of letters 
of financial support which are not 
recognised as being legally enforce- 
able. 

“Already this season we have 
seen the collapse of Carlton and the 
probable collapse of Eastern Pride. 
Now there is this situation where we 
have a legal process that is being 
undermined by a series of side deals 
for particular clubs. It has got to 
stop.” 


South Melbourne plans 


team of the century 


outh Melbourne are scouring 

the hundreds of great names 

to adorn the coveted blue & 
white shirt for over more than 40 
years of unparalleled success to 
select the South Melbourne Soccer 
Club ‘Team of the Century’. 

The ‘Team of the Century’ — to 
be announced at a gala function at 
Melbourne’s Grand Hyatt on 10th 
August — will bring together 
some of the club’s, as 
well as the nation’s, 
greatest ever play- * 
ers since the 
inception of the EST. 
South Melbourne 
Soccer Club in 
1958. 

Members of the 
‘Team of the 
Century’ will be 
selected for their 
unique contribution to 
the on-field success of the 
South Melbourne Soccer Club, 
with key selection criteria including 
playing ability, loyalty, personal 
character, leadership qualities, and 
individual achievements (club or 
league). 

Ultimately, each member of the 
South Melbourne Soccer Club 
‘Team of the Century’ will be 
afforded ‘legend’ status at a club 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


The chairman said he would be 
writing to his counterparts at all 
NSL clubs asking them to express a 
view on whether the Canberra and 
Brisbane regions should continue to 
be represented in the NSL, and if 


ER 


Mos * 
they believe what is being done is in 
the best interests of Australian soc- 
cer. 


“FF my initial soundings are accu- 
rate I believe there will be a resound- 


orthern Spirit has 
appealed against the 
ranking handed to the 


club by the Soccer Australia 
Review Committee at an 
appeals hearing in 
Melbourne. 

‘The club was ranked 11th on 
the list — provisionally con- 
firming the club a place in next 
season's restructured National 
Soccer League. 

Attending the appeal was 
Norther Spirit General 
Manager and Board Member 
Colin Mitchell and fellow 


that has consistently boasted 
the country’s most talented | 
playing stocks. 

The board of South j- 
Melbourne has appointed a 
‘Team of the Century’ selec- 


tion committee featuring 

some of the club’s past and 
officials. 

These include former 

coaching great, 

Manny 

1959 super strik- 

er of the 

DTS, 

Jimmy 

former club 

captain and cur- 


present players, coaches and 
playing and 

x Poulakakis; 
1960's- 

Armstrong; 

rent coach of the 


Socceroos, Ange 
Postecoglou; and long-serving 
club president, George 
Vasilopoulos. In addition, the panel 
also consists Herald Sun soccer 
writer, Peter Desira. 

“It is fitting that we acknowledge 
the feats of the players that have 
enabled South Melbourne to make 
its impregnable mark on the 
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Ange Postecoglou: Former player 
UNT & U/20 Young and coach of South Melbourne now 
on the Team of Century Committee. 


ing majority in favour of a 14-team 
competition next season,” he said. 

“If the Cosmos have to be the 
conscience of Australian soccer, 
then so be it.” 

The club has been granted more 
time to prepare its appeal against 
dismissal from the competition, and 
will now present its case on 
‘Thursday, Moulis said. 

The legal team the club has 
assembled includes a barrister and 
experts in administrative law and 
tender litigation. 

Meanwhile Neil Hummel, repre- 
senting the City Club, one of the 
Cosmos backers, presented the first 
installment of what is expected to be 
a 10,000-signature petition calling 
for the club’s continuation in the 
NSL. Moulis described it as ‘a great 
expression of community support’. 


Board Member John Martin. 
“Norther Spirit appealed the 
ranking given to the club by the 
Review Committee 
even though our 
ranking means we 
will be part of the 
NSL next season,” 
Mitchell said. 
“Our appeal was 
based on the fact 
that we do not fp 
believe the finan- 


“The 
designed to find out the most 
financially viable clubs in the 


Danny Moulis: Canberra Cosmos chairman, leading 
the fight against NSL elimination. 


process has been 


NSL to move for- 
ward and we 
believe the back- 
ing of the Rangers. 
Football — Club 
should be taken 
into stronger con- 
sideration. 

“We made our 
argument to the 


cial security and backing of the Appeals Board and we will 
Rangers Football Club was _ have to wait until that process 


fully taken into consideration. 


Australian sporting landscape,” said 
Mr Vasilopoulos. 

“Whatever the make-up of the 
‘Team of the Century, it is sure to stir 
the passion of the club’s army of 
Supporters and create much interest 
among the soccer community in 
general.” 


has run its course.” 


‘The appeals period runs until 
April 26, 2001 before the 
Appeals Board will make its 
recommendations to the Soccer 
Australia Board, who will then 
decide the make up of the 
restructured 12-team National 
Soccer League for next season. 

Northern Spirit also told the 
Appeal Board of its recent fur- 
ther purchase of the remaining 
49 per cent of the shares in the 
club allowing full contro! over 
the corporate structure of the 
club. PAs 


Group picture of Gungahlin Juventus. 


Juventus lifts ACT 
Federation Cup 


By Graham Cooke 


ungahlin Juventus carried off the first trophy 
of the ACT soccer season by beating Capital 


City Suns 4-2 in the final of the Federation 
Cup on Easter Monday, 

It was a convincing win, and repeated Juventus’ suc-- 
cess of last season, after which they went on to win the 
ACT minor premiership and finish runners up to 
Belconnen United in the grand final. 

The cup is regarded as a premiership warm-up these 
days, and neither side were at what their respective coach- 
es maintain will be full strength. 

The Suns are awaiting one more key signing — 
revealed only as a striker from the NSW competition. 
Juventus still have to pick up defender Oscar Zamora, 
who has taken a short break after playing in the NSW 
Premier League with Belconnen Blue Devils, and goal- 
keeper Anthony Giannasca, still performing in the NSL. 
with Canberra Cosmos. 


ul 


i 


Bert van Bedaf 


The demise of Carlton and 
pending collapse of Eastern 
Pride will have halved 
Victoria's NS representation 
to just two Melbourne clubs. 
Victorian editor Bert van Bedaf 
looks back on a litany of faile 
ures, 


N A SEASON that has seen 

Carlton crash out of the 
national soccer league after eipht 
rounds and Morwell’s Eastern 
Pride now travelling a similar 
route, it is up to Melbourne 
Knights and South Melbourne to 
uphold local pride. 

South Melbourne and 
Melbourne Knights can cele- 
brate'a long tradition of unbro- 
ken national league participa- 
tion. With six. championships 
between them, South (1984, 
1991, 1998, 1999) and_ the 
Knights (1995 and 1996) are the 
standard bearers of soccer in this 
‘ity and stat 
hey stormed into the top 
five'of Soccer Australia’s rank- 
ings for next season to ensure 
the sport will endure in 
Melbourne, but a city of three 


_@rillion should. yield. more than 


ne soceet team on either bank 
ofthe Yarra River 
In. the rankings, which are 


instrumental in deciding the 
composition of the 12-club 
league next season and where 
financial viability was one of the 
most important criteria, South 
Melbourne finished second to 
Perth Glory and the Knights fin- 
ished a healthy fourth. 

In contrast to Victoria, New 
South Wales boasts five NSL 
clubs in Sydney and overall has 
seven clubs in the league. 
Sydney United (Sth), Parramatta 
Power (6th), Sydney Olympic 
(8th), Marconi Stallions (10th) 

id Northern Spirit (11th) are 
joined by Newcastle (equal 6th) 
and Wollongong Wolves (equal 
8th) to make up a bloated num: 
ber of teams. 

If the Australian Football 
League is regarded as the old 
Victorian Football League 
topped up with a few interstate 
clubs, the NSL is its equivalent 
NSW league with a few addi- 
tional interstate clubs to give it a 
false national flavor. 

There's no denying that over 
the years the world-code has suf- 
fered significantly in this state 
and in this city and that its 
stature has severely been dimin- 


round like this, We can’t 
ford clubs falling over mid= 
season, It is difficult to send a 
(positive) message out 10 
we sponsors, It’s v 
‘outh general _m 
Damien Phillips said 


out of the g ume, Clubs are stu} 
gling. There's something wrong 
with the. game. Someone needs 


to make some hard and harsh 

recommendations and work 

towards what those recommen: 
he said. 


the wall last 
December, not even 
seeing out the season, 
and Morwell’s 
Eastem Pride is near- 
ing the same road 
with a couple of 
matches left of the 
home-and-away 
rounds. It is destined 
to return to the 


top five spots on the ladder 
(ocompete in the finals series. 
‘Sunshine just missed out in sixth 
place, Green Gully finished 
cighth and Footscray was last. 
Tt was a year to be remem- 
bered for its local success that 
still holds connections with 
today, Brunswick United won 
the grand final that year, a two- 
legged affair against the 


Northern champion Sydney City 
Hakoah (long since defunct), = 

Brunswick won both legs 1-0 
(20 on aggregate). Fab 
Incantalupo, assistant coach 
former Carlton until last 
scored both goals. 

That year also saw Josip 
Biskic, still playing for Fawkner 
in the VPL, score for Croatia. 
Former Socceroo and Preston 


player Andrew Zinni scored for 
Brunswick and current VPL club 
Bentleigh Greens coach Gary 
Cole scored for Preston in that 
finals series. 

‘The year set a breat tradition 
of top level soccer for 
Melbourne. But thg connections 
are becoming tenuous. They are 
wearing thin after some many 
recent failures. 


Victorian Premier 
League next season, 

Together with 
Canberra Cosmos, 
Easter Pride failed 
to meet Soccer 
Australia’s “going- 
concern” condition. 
In the current league 
of 15 clubs (was 16 
with Carlton), 
Cosmos and Pride 
‘weren't even given a 
ranking, 

‘Together with like- 
ly candidate Brisbane 
Strikers, they are set 
to be excluded from 
the league to make 
way for a 12-club 
competition next sea- 
son (if that still is 
Soccer Australia's 
objective), 


Carlton's demise and Pride’ 
VPL return effectively. means 
IL representation in 
league will have 


been halved. 


It comes hard on the collapse 
of the Collingwood Warriors in 
of the 


1997, the axing 


Melbourne Knights’ Ransford 
Banini: One of the prominent 
names in Melbournian Soccer. 


Melbourne Hellas) fas been in 
the NSL since its inception in 
1977. The Melbourne Knights 
joined the league as Melbourne 
‘Croatia in 198: 

In those days the league was 
tun with a Southern and 
Northern conference of 12 clubs 


COSMOS ATTRACTS EUROPEAN INTEREST 


: ‘By Graham Cooke Graham Cooke 


occer Canberra will begin talks with 

“a leading European club’ this week 

aimed at selling some of its $3 per cent 
stake in Canberra Cosmos. 

‘The deal, if successful, would net about $1 
million, which could be used as the clinching 
argument against suggestions that the Cosmos 
are nol a going concern. 

However, the link would be dependent on 
the Cosmos continuing to be a member of the 
National Soccer League — a situation cast 
into doubt by Soccer Australia’s ruling that the 
club must make way for a restructured 12- 
team competition next season. 

This is not the first time reports have sur- 
faced linking the Cosmos with a European 
benefactor — talks with Ajax of Amsterdam 
two years ago came to nothing. 

But Soccer Canberra chairman Steve 
Doszpof believes the Cosmos are actually on 
more solid financial foundations now than 


~ “would stress negotiations are at an early 
stage, but it does no harm to show that despite 
the threat of expulsion hanging over the 
Cosmos we are not lying down and are 
engaged in positive moves to secure the club's. 
future, 

Soccer Canberra have been a major stake- 


‘holder in the NSL club from the very begin- 


ning, When: the organisation poured. money, 
int the initial season in 1995-96, ‘and have 
long desired to reduce their involvement. It is 
understood the European club would be inter- 
ested in a shareholding of between 15 and 20 
per cent, 

From the playing point of view ff would be 
ani attractive proposition for a club anxious to. 
mine Australian talent— the Cosmos art cur 
rently blooding an outstanding group, of 
youngsters, including teenagers Stephen 
Kemp, Daniel Aliffi and Paul {vanic, who 
faye all made their NSL debuts in recent 
Weeks, First.tcam regulars Shane Lyons and 
Dayid Arranz. are not much older. 


Melbourne Zebras (formerly 
Brunswick United) and 
Heidelberg United in 1995, 
Preston in 1993, Sunshine in 
1991 and Footscray JUST in 
1989 in over a decade of 
Melbourne failures 

South Melbourne (as. South 


Glory’s new $12m 
stadium stays 


cach, Melbourne had eight clubs 
in the Southern: conference, 
‘occupying the top six spots and 
another two. 

Defending champion South 
Melbourne Hellas, Brunswick 
United, Heidelberg, Melbourne 
Croatia and Preston occupied the 


Meanwhile, the Cosmos has had more 
positive news from the ACT Government, 
which promised further unspecified aid ala 

_ tecent rally protesting against the Cosmos’ 
exclusion. 


they were at the time of those negotiations. 

“We also have to look at the fact that the 
current Weak state of the dollar makes inyest- 
ment with an Australian club a far less’expen=~ 
sive option than jt was even two years ago.” he’ 
said. 


By Ri Richard Kreid Kreider 


erth Glory chairman Nick Tana last 

week stunned the Perth Soccer public 

with the shock decision to snub the State 
Government's proposed Soccer and rugby 
venue which is to be part of a $30 million exhi- 
bition and convention centre in the city and 
instead build an exclusive purpose-built stadi- 
um. 

Tana, who invited a only select few media 
fepresentatives to a press conference last 
Wednesday, said'that he has been having discus- 
sions with the Town of Vincent regarding the 
construction of a $12 million 18,500 seater stadi- 
um at Leederville Oval which is currently being 
Used by the Glory as training ground and wants 
to have the new complex fully operational in 
time for the 2002/3 NSL season. 

“Given the nature of the sensitivities in rela- 
tion to the tender process and in relation to 
Multiplex, and given the relationships that exist 
out there, | took it upon myself to make the deci- 
sion to keep it confidential,” said Tana who 
knows only to well his dream won't come casy, 
“We are being obstructed, we are being ham- 
pered in terms of what we want to do. All we are 
saying is give us astadium, If (Australian Rules) 
football asks, football in due course gets, Soccer 
thas been asking for over three or four years now. 
All we want is assistance,” he said. 

‘Tana intends to contribute $2 million to the 
proposed stadium, along with $2 million from 
the Town of Vincent and has asked the State 
Government to contribute $8-million from the 
$10-million originally set aside for the new 
venue. 

“Perth Glory is one of Western Australia’s 
most successful sporting organisation's, private- 
Ty owned and managed and has been profitable 
since it's inception in December 1995,” said 
Tana. 

“Our objective is to establish a permanent 
home and training facility for the club as well as 
a venue for National Soccer League fixtures and 
other major soccer events. 


2 
Nick Tana: Perth Glory Chairman. 


We expect finals matches would still be 
played at Subiaco Oval.” 

Tana believes Perth Glory cannot afford to 
commit itself to the proposed Wellington Street 
stadium and has communicated that message to 
it's developers Multiplex. Constructions, and 
informally to the State Government, He also 
said the financial terms of securing the head 
lease on the proposed Wellington Street stadium 
would be unfavourable to Perth Glory and to its 
members and supporters. 

“Our proposal is to renovate the existing 
Leederville Oval grandstand and add a second 
grandstand on the eastern side of the oval. The 
plan will also include the: relocation of “The 
Shed’ for the many fans who prefer that environ- 
ment to a seat in the stands.” 

Tana said Perth Glory would take the head 
lease on Leederville Oval and pay a commercial 
rental to the Town of Vincent. 

“Our expectation is that the ground would 
also be available for local state league finals, 
amateur finals, junior clinics and friendly inter- 
national games, including fixtures for the 
Socceroos, Olyroos and Joeys,” He said. 

Tana also announced plans for an administra- 
tive restructure which includes replacing the 
general manager’s position with a chief execu- 
tive officer. 

‘The current general manager and marketing 
manager positions, which are currently occupied 
by Roger Lefort and Jeff Dennis are believed to 
be being made vacant under the new plan. 
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OUTHS’ head coach 
Mickey Petersen, last 
Wednesday night at the 
Belmore Sports Ground, 
was, (as always), most 
philosophical about the 2-2 
draw against Sydney 
Olympic. 

Souths should haye had 
the match wrapped up at 
halftime and led by 0-3 
instead of just by 0-1. 

‘Two golden chances were 
somehow inexplicably 


squandered by Kiwi inter- 
national striker, Vaughan 
Coveny. 


RANKO — CULINA, 
‘Olympic’s coach, stat- 
ed after the match with 
Souths last Wednesday in 
Sydney: “You saw two very 
good teams tonight. 

“We, (Olympic), were 
pumped up, but they, 
(Souths), wouldn’t give it to 
Us. 

“We need Wollongong 
and Perth to lose a game 
now, Until the last game, 
(of the season), I think the 
spot for ‘second’ will 


remain open.” 


Be 


Mickey Petersen: Souths’ philosophical head 
coach. 


“We, (Souths), certainly 
have good quality players 
but there’s not much 
between the current Top 
Four sides, 

“I enjoyed the game 
really and I feel Sydney 
Olympic can still make it 
into second spot,” ended 
the always very well man- 
nered Melbourne manager. 

Petersen, the NSL’s 
rookie coach, who has 
pilotted Souths to the top of 
the League, together with 
Wollongong’s Ronnie 
Corry, must surely come 
very close to taking out this 
season’s ‘Coach Of The 
‘Year’ award in June, 

O00 

T has never ceased to 

amaze .'Good Oil’, how 
over the years, and with 
monotonous regularity, many 
Team Managers incorrectly 
spell the names of their very 
own players when filling out 
the NSL Team Sheet, 

‘Yet again it happened last 
week at a match, 


2 & 
RE 
= 
a & 42, 
—— 


One of the misspelt names 
belonged to an international 
striker for God’s sake, 

Yet these guys, (Team 
Manager), are all part of their 
Club's management commit- 
tee for heavens sakes, 


EON GARDIKIOTIS, 

the young ambitious 
Australian coach and former 
national coach of Tahiti, was 
recently recommended by a 
Senior Technical staff mem- 
ber of the French National 
Team to visit Liverpool's 
manager, Gerrard Houllier, 


Leon Gardikiotis (r) seen here with Liverpool’s 


Arsene Wenger, following 
further recommendations by 
two French football col- 
leagues of Wenger's who 
saw Gardikiotis’ work whilst 
in Tahiti. 

It’s believed —_that 
Gardikiotis has been inter- 
viewed for the position up 
for grabs al Newcastle 
United for next season. 

0000 
ORAN MATIC, whose 
team Adelaide City has 
scored more draws than 
you'd find in a Fletcher 
Jones outlet, stated last 
week: 

“To get points anywhere 
is very hard these days. 

“We've played too many 
draws and that could, cost 
us in the end. It looks like 
the express train has left 
the station without us on 
board,” lamented the 
laconic Matic. 


Prior to the Marconi game, 
the most envious average of 
some 7,661 supporters at 
home, from 13 games in the 
season. 


oam2 
OME NSL Club pro- 
grammes are nicely put 
together, others not too 
nicely, (let alone accurate- 
ly), assembled. 

Last week, one NSL 
Club had the correct game 
listed on the front page of 
its Match Day Programme, 
emblazoned with a beauti- 
fully rich coloured plate of 
its captain in action whilst 


Zoran Matic: Adelaide City’s legend coach. 


French manager, Gerrard Houllier. 


On the above recommen- 
dation, Houllier invited 
Gardikiotis to England earli- 
er this month for talks, with 
the possibility of the 
Australian coach working at 
Liverpool as a staff member 
sometime in the future. 

Discussions with Houllier 
were positive, according to 


Gardikiotis who has returned 
to Sydney. 
Whilst in England, 


Gardikiotis also had talks 
with Arsenal's French boss, 


Adelaide City last 
Saturday night went down 
1-0 against Parramatta 
Power in Sydney. 

0000 

T last Friday night's 

match at the Marathon 
Stadium between Newcastle 
United and Marconi, the 398 
th person that went through 
the turnstiles, —_ lifted 
Newcastle's season to date 
tally to 100,000 supporters 
attending home matches. 

That gave Newcastle, 
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on the ball, 

Great, 

Home Side: 1-’Errors’ 0. 

Then we appetisingly 
opened the programme and 
found under the 
‘Chairman’s’ message, ref- 
erence to a completely dif- 
ferent opponent that his 
team was actually playing 
that night. 

Progress score: Home 
Club 1-’Errors’ 1. 

We then turned to the 
centre coloured pages, only 
to find, (again), the away 
team’s name and logo, 
belonging to another NSL 
‘Club, not the one facing the 
home side that evening. 

Progress score: Home 
side 1-’Errors’ 2, 

The ‘away coach’s’ 
name, had his surname 
misspelt, 

Progress score: Home 
side 1-Error’s 3. 

Adding further insult, 
above the ‘away coach’s’ 
name, was another Club’s 
logo, not the one of his 
team’s. 

Progress score: Home 
side 1-’Errors’ 4, 

And that’s before the 
game started. 

Enough was enough as 
we had other work to do. 

Frustratingly ‘Good Oil’ 
slammed the Match Day 


Todd McManus: Newcastle’s sterling central 
stopper. 


Programme shut and sat 
back with some anxiety to 
Witness what team would 
actually funnel out of the 
tunnel to play the home 
side, 

This would not happen 
in Brazil, England or Italy. 

Qo00 


He”. many people, with- 
in Australian Soccer, 
have guilty consciences? 

Especially some of our 
yery own NSL club ‘admin- 
istrators’. 

In last week's edition, 
‘Good Oil’ made reference to 
a ‘certain NSL Club ‘admin- 
istrator’, who three weeks 
ago, confessed he was most 
concerned about the gam- 
bling habits of his very own 
‘NSL coach’. 

And that was despite the 
fact that, that Administrator 
himself, gambles heavily. 

Well ‘Good Oil’ during 
the week, (whilst attending 
another match), was con- 
fronted by a completely DIF- 
FERENT NSL Club 
Administrator, who auda- 
ciously questioned this 
columnist, why he had writ- 
ten such a derogative crack 
about HIM. 

They're everywhere. 

Aren’t they? 

0000 
YNTON RUFER, the 
Auckland — Kingz’ 
Player/Co-coach and 
incredible marksman, 
despite having already seen 
no less 37 Summers, never 
ceases to cause amazement. 

Last Friday night in 
Auckland, the Wollongong 
Wolves seemed to be cruis- 
ing at 1-2 with less than 
three minutes to go, when 
That Man Rufer suddenly 
struck to almost completely 
wreck Ronnie Corry’s 
Wollongong chances of fin- 
ishing in second spot on the 
League, 

‘The super-natural Rufer 
equalised at 2-2 in the 87 th 
minute. 

Right on fulltime the 
Kingz were awarded a 
pressure penalty. 

The ice-cool professional 
Rufer calmly slotted into 
the target to snatch a vital 
victory from the jaws of the 
Australian Club. 


It’s no wonder that 
Rufer was voted as 
Oceania’s ‘Alltime Player’, 

As we said, Rufer is 37, 

But more importantly, 
he’s 37 Not Out. 

‘Good Oil’ is almost cer- 
tain that the former New 
Zealand wonder World 
Cup captain-striker, will 
again saddle up at the start 
of next season. 

Why shouldn’t he? 

0003 


ET IT not be said that 
South Australia and 
ABSW’s ace Soccer writer, 
Allan (‘Kit Kat’) Crisp, does 
Not possess a great sense of 
humour, 
th case you missed it in 
last week's edition under ‘Kit 
Kat's’ weekly column, ‘Off 
The Crossbar’, the forever 
alert Allan, knocked iff real 
classic. 


After Australia had 
thrashed Tonga in the recent 
Oceania Qualifiers by 22-0, 
Allan wrote: ,'A journalist 
phoned Tonga’s national 
coach, Gary Phillips with a 
question, © ~ 

“What time did you kick 
off”. 

Phillips bounced back 
with: “Every four minutes.” 

It's certainly worth a 
‘Sydney's 2001 winner of 


the Golden Slipper’. 
Qo00 
IANBERRA COSMOS’ 
‘Alex Castro, last 


Saturday night at ‘the 
Bruce Stadium, played his 


50th match for the Cosmos 
against the Northern 
Spirit. 


And didn’t Alex cele- 
brate in fine style? Castro 
scored two of the goals in 
Canberra’s 3-2 win. over 
the Spirits, 


Alex Castro: Canberra's 
striker knocks up ‘Half ton’, 
plus scores a ‘double’, 


Wynton Rufer: The Kingz’ 37 year old dynamic 
game-breaker’. 


Allan Crisp: ABSW and South Australia’s ace 
writer. 


ABsw (&} 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


Peter (‘Big Willie’) Wilson: Australia’s 
moustacioed 1974 World Cup captain. 


'WELVE players from 
Australia’s legendary 
1974 World Cup squad that 
travelled to the Finals in 
Munich, also went on to play 
in the National Soccer 
‘League which was formed 
three years later. 
They were: 
Goalkeeper: Jack Reilly. 
Defenders: Dougie 
Utjesenovic, Peter Wilson, 
Col Curran, Harry Williams. 
Midfielders: Emie 
Campbell, the Late Jimmy 


MacKay, Ray Richards, 
Jimmy Rooney, Peter 
Ollerton. 

Strikers: Branko 


Buljevic, Adrian Alston, 
Australia’s Vice captain 
from that squad, (and St 
George captain and midfield- 
er), John Warren, retired 
from Soccer after the 1974 
Grand Final which St George 
‘won against Hakoah 4-2. 
Manfred Schaefer, another 
St George star, also retired 
after the same Grand Final. 


- 
= 


0000 

OCCER AUSTRALIA 

had announced that 
Round 28 involving South 
Melbourne and the ailing 
Eastern Pride that was to 
be played last week-end at 
the Bob Jane Stadium, has 
been cancelled. 

The three precious 
League points have. now 
been awarded to Souths 
with a scoreline of 3-0. 

As well, Round 27 
involving the Pride against 
Wollongong Wolves the 
previous week, was also 
cancelled with Wollongong 
being awarded the three 
League points plus a 3-0 
scoreline. 

Soccer Australia rea- 
soned that it was not pre- 
pared to jeopardise the 
integrity of the final com- 
petition standings as these 
games had a direct influ- 
ence to the ‘Top Six Series’ 

Souths’ last home game 
is on Sunday, April 29th 


= 


Paul Trimboli: South Melbourne’s dynamic capiain. 


with the kick-off time 
switched forward to 3.00 
pm, as will be the case with 
all of the other Round 30 
games. 
Qo00 

JETER BULJAN, the 

Brisbane Strikers’ highly 
underrated front runner, 


Peter Buljan: Brisbane's ‘latest NSL Centurion’. 


racked up his 100th game in 
the NSL last Friday night 
against the Perth Glory at 
Ballymore Stadium. 

Buljan however could do 
nothering to prevent his team 
from being trhrashed 1-4 by 
the Glory. 


Oss MUSSO, 
Marconi’s former 
Marketing Co-ordinator 
who resigned from his posi- 
tion some weeks ago, is 


Ross Musso: Coming 
back into soccer. 


about to make a comeback. 

A comeback that is, back 
into Soccer. 

Standby for an official 
announcement expected to 
drift out from Soccer 
Australia sometime as 
early as next week. 

qo0g 
AMIAN MORI, Perth 
Glory’s consistently 
lethal marksman, scored 
another hat-trick last 


Saturday night against the 
Brisbane Strikers up at 
Ballymore Stadium. 

That ‘triple’ lifted 
Mori’s season tally to 19, 
two ahead of his Club 
strike-twin Bobby 
Despotovski. 

The Glory tomorrow 
tonight, (Wednesday), are 
at home to the Parramatta 
Power. 

It’s expected that the 
Power’s towering Alex 
Tobin will be marking Mori 
his former Club team-mate 
when both played for 
Adelaide City. 


Damian Mori: Cracked 
in another hat-trick last 
Saturday. 


Q009 
IRIDAY promises to be 
‘D-Day’ for a few play- 
ers in the Parramatta Power 
squad. 

‘D’ for ‘dreadful’ news 
that is. 

All Power players over the 
past six or seven weeks, have 
had their future with the Club 
come under strict review by 
the Club’s management and 
coaching staff. 

Already the Power Club 
last week had a ‘clean-out’, 
terminating the services of 
eight members of their staff, 
(both from administration 
and coaching). 

After tomorrow night’s 
away-clash against the Perth 
Glory, the Power's season 
effectively comes to an end 
as in the last Round, (this 
Sunday), the Power has a 
Bye. 

The Power squad is due 
back in Sydney from Perth 
this Thursday. 

On Friday, Head coach 
David Mitchell will be meet- 
ing all his players where he 
will hand out some good, as 
well as bad news, to mem- 
bers of. his NSL squad. 

The Parramatta Power 
Club is understood to have 
been far from satisfied with 
the attitude, commitment and 
performances displayed by 
some members of the 
Power's NSL squad. 

The team’s standing on the 
League ladder is also under- 
stood not to have pleased the 
Power's Club management. 

It’s expected this Friday, 
that some of the Power play- 
ers, (whether still under con- 
tract, or coming out of con- 
tract), will be released by the 
Club. 

Mitchell stated to "Good 
Oil’: “For next season we 
will have at least 35 players 
under contract for the First 
and Youth team. 

“We will be wanting all of 
the 35 players training 
together daily. 

“That will mean the 
younger ones from the Youth 
squad will train with the 
seniors. 

“T want them to learn to 
read the pace, as well as to 
feel the knocks by training 
and playing with the seniors. 

“I expect to have the 
Youth squad members all 
under contract for Fulltime 
training. 

“That's another reason 
why our Club last week 
pulled in Stuart Munro for #2 
months to assist in setting 
this programme up. 

“Thirty-five players are 
too many for just two coach- 
es, (Mitchell and his assistant 
Lawrie McKinna), to handle 
thoroughly and efficiently. 

“This Friday I will be 
meeting all our players and 
telling them which ones are 
being released by our Club,” 
ended Mitchell. 


David Mitchell: The Power's Senior Coach, expected 
on Friday to hand out some notices of dismissals. 


tonight, (Tuesday), is hold- 
ing an official Dinner 
tonight, (Tuesday), at 
Parliament House aimed at 
raising awareness, as well 
as to launch an official 
sponsorship of the 
‘Neuroscience Institute of 
Schizophrenia and Allied 
Disorders’-NISAD. 


The research that 
NISAD is undertaking is 
vital to our youth, 


Studies have shown that 
schizophrenia today is a 
major contributor to youth 
suicide. 
~ Soccer Australia is a 
supporter of the Institute. 


Dougie Utjesenovic: 
Australia’s 1974 World 
Cup cultured defender. 


As such, the Minister for 
Health has extended an 
invitation to the members 
of Australia’s historic 1974 
World Cup team to attend 
tonight’s Dinner. 

The World Cup players 
will be asked tonight to 
autograph various memo- 
rabilia for the Institute that 
will be auctioned at future 
events, 


function, are: Jimmy 
Fraser, Dougie Utjesenovic, 
Johnny Watkiss, Col 
Curran, Manfred Schaefer, 
Ernie Campbell, Ray 


Aljosa Asanovic: Sydney 
United's Croatian World 
Cup star, seen here last 

Sunday at the Sydney 

United Sport Centre. 
Richards and Adrian 
Alston, 

Qo00 
LJOSA ASANOVIC, 
Sydney United’s newly 
signed guest player and 
Croatian World Cup star, 
made a sensational debut for 
the Sydney Club. 

The second most capped 
player of all time for Croatia, 
Asanovic engineered all 
three Of United’s goals that 
sent visitors Sydney Olympic 
crashing to a 3-2 defeat at the 
Sydney United Sports Centre 
last Sunday afternoon. 

“Pm very happy to be in 
Australia and looked forward 
to my two matches with 
Sydney United,” stated the 
Croatian super star, 

Qa00 
LINT DAVIES, the 
former Kingsway 
Olympic and Inglewood 
United goalkeeper from 
Perth, currently in England 
with Birmingham City, is 
believed to have accepted a 
call-up to _represent 


Northern Treland’s Under 


gggg Some of the most promi- “18s in a series of friendly 
HE NSW Minister for nent 1974 players that will’ internationals next month, 
Health, Craig Knowles, _ be attending tonight’s State ooo 
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Massimo Murdocca: Melbourne's Speedy Gonzalez 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


‘oey Massimo 

Murdocea is currently 

one of the countries 
top prospects at junior 
level. With an array of 
skills and his ability to 
whip past players in a mat- 
ter of seconds, the tag 
‘Speedy Gonzalez’ sits well 
with the young South 
Melbourne ace. 

Young ‘Mas’ started his 
career off at local Victorian 
club Reggente Bulla where 
he spent five years (Under 
8's — Under 13's) at the 
Premier League club, It was 
at this club that Murdocca 
first realized his passion for 
soccer, “All I wanted to do 
was play soocer. Even when I 
was not playing I'd be kick- 
ing a ball just for the fun of 
it. Reggente was a small club 
but it was were many of 
friends played so it was real- 
ly fun at that time,” said 
Massimo. 

After his time at 
Reggente, young Massimo 
made the switch to another 
Victorian Premier League 
club Fawkner Blues were it 
was at this team, people real- 
ized young Murdocca’s 


potential as a soccer player. 
“Fawkner was a much seri- 
ous set-up and I played for 
the U13-U15’s. Many scouts 
from the National League 
sides in Melbourne came to 
watch the Victorian Premier 
League and that was how I 
was spotted by Carlton who 
were to be my next club,” 
said the young Joey. 

As soon as his season fin- 
ished with the Blues in the 
fifteens, Carlton signed the 
youngster as a potential star 
for the future at the club. 
This was not to be, as the 
club folded earlier this year 
and that sent many quality 
youngsters packing. 

“Tt was unpleasant to see 
Carlton fold this year as the 
club did have a host of great 
players. My time spent at 
Carlton last season was 
mainly on the bench for the 
youth side, as I was a 15 year 
old trying to crack a reserve 
team spot. We had a success- 
ful year last year as we took 
out the Southern and 
Northern conference and 
became National champions. 
This was terrific as we had a 
great side, unfortunately I 
wanted more game time and 
at the end of last season I 
parted company — with 


Massimo Murdoca: South Melbourne's future 
hopetul. 


Carlton,” said the young 
midfielder. 

Massimo was achieving 
things he'd only dream of 
doing as a youngster and 
more was to follow. The 
Victorian state team selected 
Massimo in the U1S and 
U16’s and as “Mas’ explains, 
it was a huge honor. ilt was 


great playing for my state as 
it was something I had 
dreamed of doing when I was 
a youngster. 

It was terrific, as I did not 
make the Ul4’s side so get- 
ting there the following year 
was really satisfying. It was 
also great as that was where I 
was noticed by the Joey 


selectors as well,” said the 


career so far,” said the South 


had numerous offers from 


former Carlton star. Melbourne ace. overseas clubs, but wants to 

After his season at Cartlon A prominent member of — establish himself as a starter 
last year, Murdocca knew it the successful South _ in the National League first. 
was time to move to a club Melbourne Youth side, the “Last season Everton 
that would use him more squad sits highly on top spot, approached me:to trial but 1 
often and South Melbourne Murdocca might yet pick up _ told them I was not ready to 
was the side. another Youth go overseas yet. Late last 

“Tt was last June straight © Championship. week, Sheffield Wednesday 


after the National League 
season, South Melbourne 
were keen on signing me. It 
was tough leaving Carlton at 
first as we had won so many 
things but it was something I 
had to do to further my 
career. I signed a years con- 
tract with the club, and so far 
itfs been great. The teams 
been doing really well both 
reserves and seniors and with 
the amount of professional- 
ism at the club, things are 
looking great,” said the 
Bundooro born lad. 

Even at the tender age of 
16, Massimo has made two 
appearances with the senior 
squad, as South Melbourne 
know they have a jewel in 
young Murdocca. 

“Playing in a local derby 
against Melbourne Knights 
as my debut was awesome, I 
didn’t expect that at all. Then 
a week-tater playing against 
the Strikers was yet another 
achievement in my short 


Dreams were being lived 
to high expectations by the 
young star, but the biggest 
one of all, representing 
Australia was the best. “I 
was lost for words when I 
made the squad, brilliant 
would have to be the only 
word to use. I was surprised 
as it all came so quick for 
me, Qualifiers in Samoa 
were awesome, we did pretty 
good but the opposition was- 
n’t the best, but putting on 
that green and gold jersey 
made it worth while” said the 
Parade College student. 

Having eight games and 
one goal under his belt, 
young Massimois next task is 
Trinidad and Tobago for the 
UI7 World Cup. iWe did 
well against New Zealand 
taking out both legs, but all is 
not done yet as the squad for 
the World Cup is still being 
chosen,” said the Australian 
number 3, 

‘The young speed-star has 


approached me and offered 
me a years{ scholarship, 
something Ifm currently con- 
sidering. Also the current 
UI7 NSW side asked me to 
travel with them to Ttaly, but 
my club rejected their offer 
as they have plans for myself 
until the rest of this season. 
T’'m currently undecided with 
all these overseas options, I 
just want to have a good 
solid season and hopefully 
make the final Joey squad for 
the World Cup,” said 
Murdocca. 

The never say die attitude 
from Massimo has been 
given by his father Salvatore, 
who through the years has 
helped his son progress giv- 
ing ‘Mas’ the much needed 
confidence, 

“My father has always 
said to do your best and to 
give it all that you got. Every 
time I play I do just that, as I 
love playing football,” said 
the future star, 


LEAGUE LADDER 


AIS. 

Marconi Stallions 
Parramatta Power 
Northern Spirit 
Wollongong Wolves 
Newcastle United 
Marconi Stallions Colts 
Sydney Olympic 
QAS. 

Canberra Cosmos 
N.S.W.LS. 

Sydney United 

Sydney Olympic Academy 
Newcastle United Colts 
‘ACT Academy 


South Melbourne Institute 
Eastern Pride 

Melbourne Knights 

VIS 

Peninsula Blues 


Melbourne Knights Acad 
South Dandenong 

South Melbourne Eagles Ac 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Bulleen Zebras 

Albury Wodonga 

Preston Lions 

Fawkner Blues 


ROUND 27 RESULTS 


Round 27 
Matches Played on Wednesday 18 April 2001 
Sydney Olympic Youth .....3 Marconi Stallions Colts ....1 


FRIDAY 20 APRIL 2001 
Newcastle United Youth ....0- Marconi Stallions Youth 
A ACT Academy ..... 


.0 Northern Spirit 
0 Sydney Olympic Youth 
SUNDAY 22 APRIL 2001 
Marconi Stallions Colts ....3 Newcastle Utd Colts ......1 
Sydney Olympic Academy - Bye 


Sydney United . 


Melbourne Knights Academic drew two-all at 
the Veneto Club. Goals by Jamie Kermaniis 
and Paul Presti for the Zebras were cancelled 
‘out by strikes from Sam Kalikas and last sea- 
son's top scorer Anthony Pelikan for the 
Knights. 


Preston Lions 1 South Melbourne 
Eagles Academy 0 
AA single goal by Robert Dolevski gave 
Preston Lions its victory over South 
Melbourne Eagles Academy on Saturday. 
Last week the Lions losta tough game by the 
same score, tis time they came out on top. 
Striker Dolevski claims this is his twelfth 
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‘of the season, but Soccer Australia statistics 
credit him with eleven at present. 


against Albury Wodonga winning a very tight 
‘game with a last minute goal by Steve Bouios 
to win by three goals to two. Jamie 
Kermanidis put away @ penalty in 25 minutes 
for the Zebras but this was quickly cancelled 
‘out by Ryan Giles's goal for the Warriors in 
21. 


Goals were exchanged again in 60 and 
65 minutes, with D Ross putting the 
Warriors in front until Paul Presti equalised 
It was odds on a draw, which might have 
been the fairest result, when Steve Bouios 
grabbed the winner at the death. 

‘All the other matches scheduled for 
Sunday were postponed because of water- 
logged pitches. 


ROUND 29 FIXTURES 


WEDNESDAY 25TH APRIL 
Sydney Olympic Youth Vs Newcastle United Youth 
2:30pm Belmore Sports Ground 
NSWIS Vs Marconi Stallions Colts 
6:30pm Valentine Sports Park 
Wed Northern Spirit Vs Wollongong Wolves 
4:00pm Christie Park 
Wed AIS Vs Canberra Cosmos 
3:00pm AIS Athletic Stadium 
ACT Academy Vs Parramatta Power 
5:00pm AIS Athletic Stadium 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs Sydney Olympic Academy 
4:30pm Marconi Stadium 
Newcastle United Colts Vs Sydney United 
3:00pm Ray Watt Oval 
BYE QAS 


ROUND 26 RESULTS 


WEDNESDAY 18 APRIL 2001 
Bulleen Zebras ...........2 Melbourne Knights Ac ....2_ 
SATURDAY 21 APRIL 2001 
Preston Lions . -1 South Melb Eagles Acad ..0 
Bulleen Zebras +ssee0.3  Albury-Wodonga . Souk 
SUNDAY 22 APRIL 2001 
Peninsula Blues v Green Gully 
(Not played) 
South Dandenong v Fawkner Blues 
(Not played) 
South Melbourne v Eastern Pride 
(Not played) 
WEDNESDAY 25 APRIL 2001 
Bye v Melbourne Knights 
Bye v VIS 
Byev Melbourne Knights Academy 


will be looking for some 


SOUTH EARNS BYE 
AGAINST PRIDE 


By Bert van Sedat 


last Thursday night Soccer Australia cancelled its 
home match against Kastern Pride scheduled for last 


ete Avda camed Pid ofS ho match sad ewe 


Nese 


pay 

months and is more than likely to be 
league for next season. 

ores nee reed om rien SES we te 

satisfied” that player payments “could be guaranteed beyond 

*. Pride lost its round 27 match against Canberra 7-1 when it 

fielded a junior side. It also forfeited its round 27 match against 

‘Wollongong 3-0. It is difficult to see how it can complete its remain- 

two matches of the season (Sydney United at home, Sydney 

circumstances, 


Miya hs too of Base Pride's at four match- 
si ch i ont a 
view of Soccer Australia that unless Eastern Pride could guarantee a 
jeer trie of be fel competi gw 

the i a 
telate to the top six series,” Soccer Australia said on its website. 

“Bastem Pride is scheduled to play Sydney Olympic in the final 
round of the competition on Sunday, April 29, That match will also 
Nr ni prt cae! 
team,” it sai 

Pride is the second NSL club to go under this season. Carlton 


Soccer Club collapsed after eight rounds. The other NSL clubs were 
then also awarded 3-0 wins for the home-and-away rounds against 

South ‘Damien Phillips said the loss of two home 
matches (one Catiton ‘8 Melbourne derby and the 


involving 
other against Pride being a Victorian derby) had cost the club up to 
$100,000 in lost revenue. 

“There he gt takings of pf $2.0 or $9000 fora at, 
but also revenues from ales, It could be 
ts weeny wee we le 
to play the players’ wages,” Phillips said. 


os ce ving’ i Say Ore) a 
‘Wednesday night. 


Ron Corry: Wollongong Wolves’ coach. 

Only a victory would be 
acceptable for the Wolves in 
their last two games against 
the Northern Spirit and the 
Force, and Corry will be 


By Arvind Hickman 


jhe Wollongong 
Wolves will be look- 
ing for a strong per- 


formance in their final hit 
out of the season against 
the Adelaide City Force at 
WIN Stadium this Sunday. 

The Wolves are already 
assured of a finals berth but 


valuable confidence and 
momentum after a run of 
indifferent results, 

Their last result, a 3-2 
defeat to the Auckland 
Kingz, was not viewed 
favourably by Coach Ron 
Corry, who described the 
loss as “five minutes of mad- 
ness and ill-discipline’ 


| SOCCER. we UVF 


Amy Taylor - 


Taylor takes 
America 


‘The Hampton Roads Piranhas consider 
‘this a rebuilding year, and have been on 
the lookout for new players after losing 
several to WUSA teams, including last 
‘year’s top scorer and Nigerian star striker 
‘Mercy Akide. 


“I'm very excited about it,” said 
‘Taylor, this the first time she has played 
abrosd. “We're in 2 kind of a low in the 
cycle here (in Australia) - there's not 
munch going on. It’s 2 good opportunity to 
go overseas and play in a different league. 
Bi ped 0 os Dow Yes Meet wo set 

they’ ve got over 

wetrs wt hoping fi ~ I guess 
everyone would want that,” she added 
soeeers rials 
it’s no big deal either. I will still have had 
‘the experience of playing over there.” 

“And it’s good because the season’s 
not too long and not too short. Plus I'll 
miss the winter here!” 

‘The Aussie will be based-in Virginia 
on the US east coast, with the club cover- 
ing some air travel, her accommodation, 
‘and transport. 


looking for more maturity 
from his chargers. 

“T will be looking for a bit 
more stability and maturity 
from the players. They don’t 
always show that and can be 
naive in defence,” he stated 
to ABSW yesterday. 

“South Melbourne would 
never have lost from 2-1 up 
with ten minutes to go 
because they have players 
who are mature.” 

If the Wolves win this 
Wednesday, and the Perth 
Glory slip up then a top two 
position is possible but 
unlikely according to Corry. 


“No, I don't know who | Matetiday sponsor: 
Perth is playing but I donit rd 
hold much hope.” zs 


“Adelaide City is a typical 
Zoran Matic side, but 
they've got nothing to fight 
for and will probably play for 
a draw.” 

“The onus is on us and we 
have two g 
third. Twelve players come 
out of contract at the end of 
the season so I expect them 
to be fighting for a spot.” 

The Wolves have Stuart 
Young and Paul Reid serving 


suspensions against the 
Northern Spirit. this 
Wednesday. 


Adelaide City may strug- 
gle to make the finals for the 
first time in twelve years but 
still have a slim chance 
depending on other results. 

Force Coach, Zoran 


‘Aurelio Vidmar: 
Adelaide City captain. 


looking 


“We have 


Wollongong 


front.” 


a finals berth and will be 
to employ some 
younger talent. 


young players who have had 
to step up and maybe a few 
more who could play,” he 
stated to ABSW last night. 
“We drew with 


(Adelaide) and they are very 
good team, one of the best. 
They are tough in defence 
and have a lot of pace in the ~ 
middle of the park and up 


"Tho 21-year-old will have litle time to 
settle in to her newest challenge, with 
‘minicamp’ commencing 2 May and the 


a number of 


down here 


2SUS 


is 


Contrary to reports on the internet, 
Miplr wat bo Maing wo aa avatbon bat 
is hoping to get a guemsey in midfield 
where she has been playing for Canberra 


Olympic, 

Ibe top not ih cnutaet 
will be top teams 
{internationals and current and former col- 


legiato players, ; 

"Taylor will be joining two Swiss inter- 
‘nationals and one from Ghana. 

“T just want to get stuck in, train bard, 
with no real distractions, and have a con- 
sistent season.” 

Club training is expected to consist of 
three nights per week, a full Saturday, a 
short session on Sundays, plus a couple of 
other gym sessions as well. 


“Adelaide City Force 


Youith game (vs AIS) kick off at 12.30pm * Gates open at 11:30pm 
Rooball Semi-firiaS: Thirroul vs Albion Park, Kiama vs Unanderra + Wollongong Toyota Wolichase 


RM (Supré) Dancers * Meet the players after the match at the Fraternity Club, presentation at 6:00pm 


Tickets available from Ticketek, enquiries 4220 2828, bookings 9266 4833 


Matic, harbours no hope for 
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SLATER’ 


Dear Sir, 

T sat dumbfounded, perplexed but 
most of all outraged at Robbie Slater on 
the SBS program “On the Ball” edition 
of (15/04/01). Does this person not 
know what a racist is? 

His argument is that “ethnic” clubs 
should go, and that it is the only way 
soccer can progress. 

As a Sydney Olympic supporter 
does this mean that we are ethnics? Am 
Tnot Australian? Are the supporters not 
Australians? 

The fact is that although “Greek” 
Australians formed the club, Robbie 


Slater gave me the impression that he 
felt threatened to go watch football with 
people of olive skin. 

Does this mean, when I used to go 
watch the Bulldogs rugby league team 
in the 70’s, I should have been threat- 
ened by all the “Anglo-Saxon” 
Australians at the ground? 

Is this what Robbie Slater wants, 
people with fair skin, blonde/red hair 
and blue eyes at the matches? Will he 
then finally feel comfortable going to 
matches? 

Why is it when I went and watched a 
Melita v Marconi semi-final years ago 


with a friend of Macedonian back- 


ground we weren't threatened sitting 
with people that had Maltese history? 

‘There are three ethnic clubs in the 
National Soccer League: 

1. Norther Spirit owned by Scottish 
club Rangers, 

2, Auckland Kings run by ethnic 
New Zealanders, 

3, Parramatta Power soon to be 
owned by Dutch team Feyenoord. 

Robbie Slater said that the way of 
the future is Parramatta Power and 
Northern Spirit, the former getting 
1500 supporters to their games and the 


latter almost went into receivership. Oh 
yes, bring on more clubs like these (sar- 
casm). 

Someone needs to educate people 
like Robbie Slate and someone needs to 
note individuals like this in places 
where he is able to spew forth opinion 
that is hurtful to Australians like 
myself. 

Tt scems that people like Robbie 
Slater wish to alienate people like 
myself from society where we can't be 
seen or heard. 

Stefano Margaronis 
Newtown, NSW 


Robbie Slater: His comments on SBS’s 
“Qn the Ball” program have created controversy. 


‘Let the fans 
have more say’ 


Dear Sir, 

What is Australian soccer? 
Why? What to do? — in 300 
word? 

What is it? — Soccer in 
Australia is a family affair, not 
supporters affair, Why is it so? 
fi Opinions may vary, but it 
doesnit really matter why. 
What to do? fi Enjoy it. 

1am writing from a region- 
al centre in which many 
juniors play the code, There 


accept the fact that this era 
belongs to other codes — good 
for them, 

We are doing our part in 
providing activity for the chil- 
dren and keeping many young- 
sters off drugs and out of mis- 
chief, We are doing it well. 

And as for the national 
team, a 22-0 result against a 
South Pacific island may be 
more marketable to main- 
stream Australia than a 2-0 win 


Give ‘locals’ 


the New Zealand and South 
‘American games. 

While a ‘win at all costs’ 
approach is necessary, our local 
stars have clearly shown they have 
what it takes to be @ part of the 
World Cup squad. 

I believe there should be con- 
sideration for at least three or four 
locally based players to be drafted 
into the final squad. 

Current NSL Player of the 
Year, Scott Chipperfield, must be a 
certainty and would be an asset to 
the Socceroos a he has already 
shown against Colombia and in 


SA’s SPURIOUS 
RANKINGS 


Why am I not surprised by another of Soccer Australia’s 
moves to further alienate soccer families in regional growth areas 
of our country, through the latest confusing ‘ranking balls-up’, in 
their pursuit of culling national teams to achieve the ‘holy’ grail’ 
of a 12-team competition? 

Why am I not in shock that this group of myopic administra- 
tors have hidden behind the cloaks of so-called ‘independent’ 
accountants & auditors? 

Is it an attempt to remove the human and emotional nature of 
‘our sport forever? 

1am immediately reminded of that old joke about accountants. 
‘You know, the one that goes... “What is the difference between, 
sperm and accountants ?” The answer, of course is that,"there is 
no difference, they both have the same chance of one in millions 
of ever becoming a human being,” And so soccer in Australia has 


a ; Rat Se ; ~ the recent qualifies. become de-humanized, now a by-product ofbean counters’ 
Baas eas, ee Eepate Hopetul: Archie 1 think Archie Thompson has Hopeful: Scott Congratulations Soccer Australia! a 
always at odds with somebody, owonlisfikestoutake this Thompson. shown the right talent and altitude Chipperfield. I strikes me thal if similar criteria were applied to Soccer 
the code is highly fragmented opportunity and ask ABSW to Dear Sir, to be given a fair go, and not flWilon have thd por expen: Australia’s participation in the international arena then it would 
aii PRIDE tPRReME: and. Serraed oor coer, jut Well ve fave completed the bees be scr 13gosinne Shute gutnea eel ex fe double ever qualified fora World Cup nevermind the 
administrators are alienated as FIFA has done. first of three vital steps towards match. He isa player that can pro- are capable performers. pee f this spurious ‘ranking’ ? Relegati 
from the senior sector. Itis becoming just as big as | qualifying for that elusive World duce magic, a gift that Harry There is a pold mine of talent by cae ve ae efi il ol 
Itismot pculirto soccer. It the outdoor version. It pro- | Cups Kewrll possesses, and is also 8 yitkin our shores that deserves Achievement of the 12-eam “aby gril’ 2 Presumably thi 
is prevalent in any minor, par- vides activity to many chil- While it was highly unlikely a is : the opportunity to continue ] means that Brisbane must go, as the New Zealand side is given 
ticipants oriented sport, Gren, youngsters and seniors, } that we were going to experience on Bouse i the job they began over | preference over Australian youth,But why stop there ! Surely if 
And as for soccer's stand- especially durring the off sea- | any serious problems against the and above the best the past couple of | smaller is better, then lets use the destructive axe further and go 
ing when compared with other son. Island nations, it gave some of our dead ball specialist in weeks. to ten teams. What a splendid competition we would have then! 
footy codes, it is considered It would be good if the | local stars an opportunity to shine, the local game at the Now, Frank Farina, | Less spots for more players. This means greater quality of games, 
soft because of the affection indoor version featured regu- | and boy, how some of them did, as__ moment so he might ‘comes the real chal | wearetold. 
team members show each — larly in “The Good Oil’ as it, | | was fortunate enough to witness feature if we are miss- 4 enge, and lets hope that |__ We are also told this will stop the player drain to overseas, 
other immediately after scor- too, is plagued with adminis- } in the 22-0 win over Tonga. ing this element when our reputation alone doesn’t J Although if the developing player can't get a run locally then he 
ing and the manner in which trative problems. It would be If Australian Coach, Frank  Euro-based have 2 spoil the right ingredi- |) Will have little choice but to pursue his dreams offshore in the 
senior players react to body good if you had a regular | Farina, is a man of integrity, | stated their avail. FLFA WORLD CUP oo. and combinations | “Sky gladiatorial atmosphere of European competition, 
chunks aid ralet pay Scaniy Secoeecbturin, believe that he should now take a ability. for what wll hopefully This would also mean that, according to the rankings, we 
Lancy ithe vay RTGS Tugene Orwell | step back and have serious Then you also Be a ancetsstal Workt | Would boot out Northern Spirit and Marcon, the next two teams 
like to see actual supporters Machans Beach, QLD | thoughts about including some of have the likes of Lyndsay Wilson, Oy) campaign deemed not to measure up on the grand scale, 
attending’ senior games, but I cur locally based players into the Fausto De Amicis and Simon "Mi Shields Ne a a Ua et 
final World Cup squad to ply in Colosimo All wit the exception cagA Naw However, it may achieve something of a balance over dstrib- 


Dear Sir, 

Whilst it is nice to see the Australian 
soccer team get another world record, 
that 31-0 drubbing of America Samoa, 
it is hardly doing us any 
favours to be playing in 
such games, 

There are many rea- 
sons for this: 

It sadly highlights 
that the gap between 
Ausiralia/ New Zealand 
and the ‘Islanders’ is 
only widening. 

We are risking injury to for- 
eign star players and upsetting their 
clubs by playing them in these “Mickey 
Mouse’ games. 


o 
Ss 
% 


+ SO 
“ 
areas, CON 


Australia’s Record, Oceania’s Loss 


alises them even more and re-affirms 
their lack of progress. 

Tt isn’t strengthening Oceania's 

claims for direct qualification by 
showing the world how weak 
‘our confederation is. 
It is interesting to note 
however that FIFA has 
suggested after one 
these games, via the 
comments of Keith 
Cooper (article seen 
on theworldgame. 

com.au), that direct quali- 
fication for Oceania is on the 

cards despite these ridiculous 
results. 

I believe the only way to justify 


= 
= 
s 
= 
= 


very small nations have to pre-qualify 
before meeting the ‘big guns’. 

By doing this you have a more com- 
petitive final group with which the 
world can view Oceania football at its 
brightest, instead of sending out inac- 
curate messages of how weak our con- 
federation is. 

After all, if the North American con- 
federation can have three direct quali- 
fying positions, than why can’t we have 
one?? 

Don't have us believe that Jamaica 
(qualifiers for France 98) is a stronger 
football nation than our own because 
that is almost as farcical as Australia 
scoring world record scores in a World 
Cup qualifier. 


Losing 31-0 doesn’t help anyone let these proposals is to change the J. McManus 
alone American Samoa. It only demor- Oceania qualifying process so that the Adelaide, SA 
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ution of ‘national’ teams, there being currently 7 teams within an 
hour’s drive of the Sydney metropolitan area, but would be 
destructive to development of soc- 
cer in the case of Northern Spirit of 
an area needing more assistance. 

But what the hell, we are helping 
New Zealand develop their soccer at 
the expense of Australians, and just 
last week Fiji was considering 
applying to join the NSL (I kid you 
not! It was reported in The Sydney 
Momming Herald.) What difference does it make that regional 
areas of Australia needing assistance get pushed into the back- 


ground, 

Take the case of Canberra Cosmos. They have arguably the 
best soccer stadium in Australia, when others play on cricket 
pitches and cow paddocks. They even pay their players on time 
now, and have got rid of their crippling debts. 15,000 registered 
players in the ACT but the fans are battered every few years by 
Soccer Australia’s inability to help growth areas. So the team suf- 
fers, and so the fans become disillusiorted. 

Sponsors remain nervous and only a few thousand die hard 
fans remain to support a team that is so competitive now that it 
beat Champions Wollongong twice this year. Perhaps theCosmos 
should be going to Spain, they might get more help from the 


Spanish! 
Arthur Huggins, 
Ngunnawal, ACT 


By Allan Crisp 


FRANKIE AND 
JOHNNIE’S FAR 
FLUNG FLOCK 


[ must be acknowledged that Socceroo, 
coach Frank Farina has one of the 
toughest coaching assignments in the 
world as he strives valiantly to keep tabs 
on his far-flung flock of national talent, 

Australian candidates for World Cup 
glory are plying their trade at home and in 
England, Scotland, Germany,Belgium, 
France, Greece, Italy, Norway, Portugal, 
USA, Sweden, Singapore and other coun- 
tries in everincreasing numbers, 

Other national team coaches have sim- 
ilar problems, but Farina, arguably, has 
his players spread further around the 
globe than any of his rivals. 

Under those trying conditions it must 
be horrendous attempting to assess the 
form and fitness of the overseas profes- 
sionals, 

In contrast, how simple it must be to 
have all of your playing squad assembled 
i ame city for the duration of a com- 

ion? 

Most NSL clubs have that luxury, with 
the exception of regional teams like 
‘Wollongong Wolves, Neweastle United 
and the troubled, seemingly direction 
less, Eastern Pride, 

Most Australian domestic clubs also 
have their playing eggs neatly-placed in 
the one basket, but the one exception in 
South Australia is the newly-promoted 
Premier League club, Port Pirie Spirit. 

The Spirit is the first SA country club 
to attain that status and has found that to 
field a competitive team it must have four 
separate squads in different centres — 
Port Pirie, Adelaide, Whyalla and Clare. 

Player-coach John Christopoulos 


admits the format is not faultless, but 
believes it is the best solution to fielding 
4 team that will achieve the club’s objec- 
tive of avoiding relegation in its first sea~ 
son. 

Christopoulos, a former Adelaide City 
striker, and assistant Lemmy Vatsilas, an 
ex-West Adelaide Sharks star, guide the 
Adelaide contingent at training, while 
John Caputo is in charge of the Port Pirie 
group. 

The Whyalla men stay in trim by join- 
ing the training sessions at Whyalla club, 
Steel United, while club captain Steve 
Farrugia trains on his own at Clare, the 
town where he lives and works.On the 
few occasions that Farrugia is able to 
embark on the almost identical 80-minute 
trip, he travels to either Pirie or Adelaide. 

The-stay-at-home Port Pirie men are 
— Mick Corrieri, Joe Amato, Terry 
McGinnis and Vinnie DeGioia. 

The Whyalla group are experienced, 
Thomas Jackson, 27 and teen tyros, John 
Motley, 18, Aaron Leddington, 18, Paul 
Edmunson, 17, Michael Decelis, 18. The 
youngsters are dedicated to emulating 
former Whyalla whiz-kids, Carl Veart, 
Yaka Banovic and Michael Brooks. 

The City Slickers from Adelaide are — 
Steve Locke, Lucio DeRocha, Shane 
Porter, Zeik Matikulas, Toby Nelson, 
“Tory ‘Caputo and Bill Petropoulos. 

Port Pirie began its Premier League 
campaign in meritorious fashion by draw- 


Frank Farina: Australia’s national 
soccer coach. 


South Australia 
Premier League Results 


ROUND 4 
Modbury Jets 
(Donovan, Trimboli) 
Metro Stars 
(Schmizzi) 
White City 
(McMillan, Pavanello, 
S. Mitchell) 
Campbelltown Devils 0 Olympic FC 
Raiders 
(Haralgbatis, Nicholls) 
Playford Patriots 
(Kidd, Pearce) 


3. Blue Eagles 


(8. Porter) 


(Pirone) 


STATE LEAGUE 


Salisbury Apaches 
(Beck) 

Northern Demons: 
(Salvemini 2, Cerracchio, 
Kolovinos, Caspro) 
Seaford Surfers 
(Dear) 

Hills Hawks 
(Maxwell) 


5 Cobras 


1 Birkalla 


(Pox, Donk) 


ing 1-1 at home with highly fancied 
Metro Stars, but fell to White City 
Woodville 1-3 in its first away match. 
Christopoulos, winner of the 2000 State 
League Bob Telfer Medal with Port Pirie, 
scored in both those games, but suffered a 
driver muscle tear shorily after netting the 
goal against White City. 

He missed the next league match 
against Campbelltown City and the West 
End Federation Cup tie with Croydon 
Kings, but made a quicker than expected 
recovery to play in Saturday’s league 
game against Raiders, 

“It’s like coaching a national team,” 
Christopoulos said. “But J thrive on it, 
despite the fact that we rarely get togeth- 
er to talk team tactics or to work on strate~ 
gies.” 

Christopoulos’s phone bill would not 
be as high as that of Frank Farina, but by 
the end of the season he might like to 
compare notes with the Socceroo supre- 
mo. 


DIGGING UP 
HISTORY 


ere you aware that Adelaide's 
Hindmarsh Stadium was originally 
surveyed in 1840 to be part of a cemetery, 
or that it was later the children’s play- 
ground known as Lindsay Circus? 

Various reci onal activities: were 
held at the facility until after the first 
World War when. the West Torrens 
Football Club) (Australian football) 
secured the lease and played its fixtures 
there until 1942. 

Unconfirmed legend has it that the sta- 
dium was dug up for air-raid shelters dur- 
ing the second World War, but it is fact 
that Hindmarsh Oval, as it was known in 
1938 was used for socegr games between 
South Australia and India (1938), 
Palestine in 1939 and against China in 
1941. 

The West Torrens Soccer Club played 
its home fixtures at Hindmarsh, winning 
championships in 1936,1939 and 1941. 

After the second World War, neither 
the West Torrens Aussie rules club or the 
soccer club, or the South Australian 
Soccer Association were able to obtain a 
lease from the Hindmarsh Council, but 


Michael Brooks: On target for 
Blue Eagles, 
the ground was used to play Aussie rules 
and cricket. 

SASF historian Denis Harlow has 
uncovered these fascinating facts during 
his monumental task of compiling a his- 
tory of the game in this State. 

Like Bill Murray, who last week visit- 
ed Adelaide, and Roy Hay, who are 
engaged in writing a history of Australian 
soccer, Harlow would be grateful for any 
information on clubs that have been 
stored and possibly forgotten, 

Of particular interest would be old soc- 
cer Newspapers, match programs, minutes 
of club meetings and any material that 
could help to complete the jigsaw puzzle 
that compiling this history entails. 

Time is limited because the work must 
be completed in time for publication to 
coincide with the SASF Centenary cele- 
brations next year. 

Harlow can be contacted on 8340.0688 
(W) or 839.5449, i 


CUP SHOCK 


tate League party poopers Salisbury, 

Apaches sprang the upset of the West 
End Federation Cup second round by 
eliminating Premier League hotshots 
Campbelltown Red Devils 7-6 on penal- 
ties after the teams slugged out a score- 
less draw in regulation time and extra- 
time. 


Former SA striker Theo Anastasiou 
guided Playford Patriots to.a 5-0 win over 
Cumberland Foxes with a well taken hat- 
trick, while Daniel Mignone and Steve 
Kidd, son of Playford coach Alby, chimed 
in with the other goals. i 

Cup holders, Croydon Kings boosted 
morale with a 1-0 victory’ against Port 
Pirie Spirit at Polonia Reserve. 

‘A round topping 3000-plus crowd 
attended the Raiders-Blue Eagles clash at 
the Adelaide Croatia Sports Centre where 
the Eagles toppled the home side 3-0, 

Michael Brooks, Tony Zito and Marcin 
Kierno grabbed the goals to carry the 
league champions into the quarter-finals, 
set for Monday, May 21. 


WEST END CUP - 
SCORES 


Campbelltown City 0 Salisbury 
United 0 (Salisbury won 7-6 on penal- 
ties). 

Metro Stars 8 (Sordillo 3, Schimizzi, 
T. Scalzi, Tattarelli, DeGioviannello, 
Moore) St Peters Old Collegians 0, 

Raiders 0, Blue Eagles 3 (Brooks, 
Zito, Kierno). 

Cumberland Foxes 0 Playford 
Patriots 5 (Anastasiou 3, Mignone, 
Kidd). 

Croydon Kings 1 (C. Woods) Port 
Pirie Spirit 0. 

Enfield Falcons 1 (Tassotti) White 
City Woodville 4 (Bernadino 2, Plunkett, 
Hinic). 

Panthers 1 (Honeysett) Birkalla 7 
(Tsekinis 2, Westervelt 2, P. Paris, 
Wilkinson, Hagias), 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the } 
Marshall: Thompson/Pacific Real 
| Estate SRPH Breakfast Soccer Show 
each Tuesday from 7am-8.30am, 
| along with Croydon Kings coach Phil | 
Scardigno, Peter Millar, The | 


2° Adelaide City 


1 Port Lion Pirates 


2 Port Pirie Spirit 


2 Croydon Kings 


(Hagias 2, Ferreira, Pezos) 
1 Noarlunga Bulldogs? 


Cumberland Foxes 
(Paterson 2, Stuart 2, Coombs) 
Panthers 


5 Enfield Falcons 
(Rechichi) 
0 Para Knights 
(Breton 2, Keens, Mulady, 
Wine). 


ROUND S 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Friday, April 27 
Modbury Jets v Metro Stars 
Saturday, April 28 
Blue Eagles y Campbelltown Red Devils 
Port Lion Pirates v White City Woodville 
Adelaide City v Playford Patriots 
Port Pirie Spirit y Croydon Kings 
Olympic FC v Raiders 


STATE LEAGUE 
Birkalla y Hills Hawks 
Cobras v Seaford Surfers 
4 Salisbury Apaches v Northem Demons 
Enfield Falcons vy Panthers 
Noarlunga Bulldogs v Cumberland Foxes 
Western Strikers v Para Hills Knights 


1 Western Strikers 


VSF seeks country 
coordinators 


: he VSF is seeking to appoint a number of 
Regional Development Co-ordinators, as“ 


part of its country soccer development 
strategy. 

The appointments will provide support to country 
associations and Regional Sports Assemblies and 
will focus on delivery of the VSF's 
Goalkick and PASS programs to coun- 


try Victoria. Vi Pro 

Support will also be provided Wi 
for community sports expos con- " 3} 
ducted by. Regional Sports & 
Assemblies. The conduct of ((\i oO 
coaching courses and the estab- {AS 
lishment of regional Centres of \\ 
Excellence, are also a part of the WS 
development strategy. s\ 

SF Chief Executive Officer, Geoff 
Miles said, “Our country development 
strategy aims to build strong relationships with 
Regional Sports Assemblies, to assist with the pro- 
motion of participation opportunities in soccer in 
country Victoria. 


The VSF programs that have assisted in the huge 
growth in junior participation in recent years, includ- 
ing Goalkick and our teacher education program — 
PASS, will form a pivotal part of our country devel- 
opment focus. 

We look forward to working with our country asso- 
ciations and Regional Sports Assemblies, to 
open up new opportunities for soccer in 
the country. : 
The introduction of country state 

teams last year has provided 
ly important recognition for our 
D)) country juniors, We are confident 
IORAY that the regional appointments 

Wy will provide valuable support at 

Ag the participation level and con- 

tribute significantly to the growth of 
the game in the country.” 

A job specification can be obtained from 
the ‘news’ section of the VSF website at 
www.soccervictoria.org.au. 

Applications for the positions should be made to 
the country association nominated, by no later than 27 
April 2001. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGU 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 2 


By Paul Goodwin 


healthy-sized crowd was 
on hand at Belmore 
Sports Ground last 


Wednesday to see the derby 
clash between leaders South 
Melbourne and local giants 
Sydney Olympic. 

Both clubs had several players 
returning from international duty 
in their ranks, hence the delay in 
playing the game on its original 
date and also possibly the reason 
why some players performed 
below expectations. 

None of that criticism could be 
leyelled at Olympic’s new 
Socceroo, Lindsay Wilson, who 
created havoc on the right flank 
all night or Souths’ Con 
Boutsianis, whose dead ball skills, 
clever crosses and general prob- 
ing were once again seen to good 
effect. 

Most-talked-about player, how- 
ever, was Olympic’s makeshift- 
striker Greg Owens who con- 
trived to put through his own net 
in only the 8th minute before 
either side had really settled down 
and when pressure had not really 
built up to any great momentum, 

He then provided a dramatic 
equaliser, late in the game for his 
Side, literally to even the score, 

There appeared little danger in 
the 8th minute when Boutsianis, 


benefitting from a 
misdirected clear- 
ance from Owens 
in his own half, 
strode clear down 
the left and deliv- 
ered a pretty ordi- 
nary cross to the 
far post. 

No South 
Melbourne striker 
was in sight and 
the ball looked to 
be going wide but 
Owens, presum- 
ably racing back 
to correct his 
error, somehow 
managed to direct 
the ball past his 
own keeper, 

Olympic hit 


back early in the 
second half thanks 


to Wilson's speed Paul Trimboli (left) South Melbourne skipper holds-off the challenge of 
Sydney Olympic’s Peter Zorbas 


and ability to get 
quality balls to his strikers. 

He got the better of his marker 
‘on the right and found Pablo 
Cardozo in the middle whose 
header, at first claimed by 
Michael Petkovic, slipped from 
the keeper’s grasp and spilled into 
the net, 51 minutes into the game. 

Wilson had given Fausto de 
Amicis a torrid time in the first 
period and found David Clarkson 
patrolling that same flank in the 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 
MARCONI STALLIONS 


resh from last week’s sur- 

prise humiliation of 

Sydney United at their 
Sydney base, fans of beleaguered 
Newcastle United would have 
been forgiven to expect that their 
sinking team would rally for a 
glorious finale to a better-forgot- 
ten season last Friday at the 
Marathon Stadium in Newcastle, 

In anticipation of a befitting win, 
which was also to have been coach 
Lee Sterrey’s final home match in 
charge, 5,601 faithfuls trooped out 
to watch, their side take visiting 
Marconi Stallions apart. 

Sadly for them the reverse, as 
always, turned out to be the case. 
An eighth minute shocker of a goal 
silenced the home crowd and ulti- 
mately proved the difference 
between both sides as unheralded 
Marconi ran away with a win and all 
three points at stake, 

Despite the fact that Newcastle 
dictated the early pace with four 
straight corner kicks in the first five 
minute, they failed to score — the 
nearest chance being a Todd 
McManus header in the 4th minute 
which bounced back into play. 

{t still looked like Newcastle 
would take the lead, until Buddy 
Farah emerged out of the blues to 
conjure a freak of a goal in the 8th 

| minute which took the wind out of 
Newesatle’s sail. Undaunted, they 
soldiered-on and raided the Marconi 
goalmouth, where a combination of 


Lee Sterrey: Newcastle’s 
departing coach, 


stubborn defending from Marconi 
defenders, Dominic Longo, Mark 
Babic and Angelo Costanzo con- 
trived to keep Andy Harper and 
two-goal hero at Sydney United, 
John Buonavoglia at bay. 

In the 23rd and 40th minutes 
when the Newcastle attack managed 
to evade their opponents’ rearguard, 
heroics from Marconi goalkeeper, 
Michael Turnbull —_ frustrated 
Newcastle, 

On resumption, Sterrey intro- 
duced Fijian workaholic-striker, 
Esala Masi, as well as Peter 
Juchniewicz and eventually Chad 
Mansley, but it all proved to be to no 
avail. 

Marconi’s coach, Eddie Krncevic 


second, but the Olympic wingman 
proved just as difficult to contain 
as he had done before the break. 

A clever, inswinging cross 
from the right by Boutsianis was 
headed back across goal and into 
the corner of the net by Vaughan 
Coveny in the 54th minute to give 
Souths the lead again; but the 
home side was able to fight back 
once more to square the game. 

A_ swift passing movement 


countered the homers’ tactics by 
introducing attackers Norman Tome 
and John Gibson for the ineffective 
Archie Thompson and Royce 
Brownlie, An 87th minute caution 
to hardtackling Saso Radulovic saw 
his substitution with Trajanovski, 
which successfully helped contain 
the menace of Newcastle. 

At the end, Sterrey heaped prais- 
es on his wards, admitting that, 
“they gave everything they had 
tonight, but once the rain made the 
pitch wet and the. ball difficult to 
handle, it affected us’. 

To their credit however, the rain- 
soaked crowd still gave Sterrey, 
‘who has been with the team since 
1998, a rousing ovation to bring 
down the curtains on his steward- 
ship at the club. 


Esala Masi: Couldn't rescue 
Newcastle from defeat. 
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involving the lively Andrew 
Packer and Cardozo saw the ball 
threaded through to Owens who 
finished stylishly in the 59th 
minute. x 

While both sides strived for the 
winner one sensed as the clock ran 
down that neither wanted to risk 
giving up the point they already 
had and so it was to prove with 
scores still level at 2-2 when the, 
final whistle sounded. 


CANBERRA COSMOS 3 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 2 


Uruguayan's effort thud- 
ded against an upright. 

With 32 minutes gone 
some routine defending 
‘went astray when Spirit's 
Burgess 
allowed to sneak in for a 
header that gave even the 
acrobatic 
Giannasca in goal little 
chance, 

A Cortes shot over the 
bar with just Perosh to 
beat after half time saw 
the initiative begin to 
away 
Canberra and with 70 
minutes gone the Spirit 
hit the front when Craig 


By Graham Cooke 


eing threatened 

with extinction is 

obviously good 
for you — at least that is 
what the Canberra 
Cosmos seem to be 
proving with their third 
consecutive win since 
being told they are not 
a going concern and 
have no place in the 
National Soccer League 
next season, 

‘Ona windy and damp 
Saturday night the 
Cosmos battled to a 3-2 
win over Northern Spirit 
in a game that provided a 
heady mix of fast-flow- 
ing entertainment, 
changing fortunes and a 
dramatic and controver- 
sial finale. 

Tt had not seemed that 
way when, afier 48 sec- 
onds, Canberra scored 
with their first attack of 
the game. 

Con — Anthopoulos, 
who is being given more 
freedom to attack.down 
the flanks under 
Milovanovic, crossed for 
Alex Castro, who had 
time to control the ball 
before smashing it past 
goalkeeper John Perosh 
from close range. 

Anthopoulos again 
played the provider with 
a ball on to the head of 
Milton Cortes, whose 
command in the air 
belies his small stature. 
This time the 


Ben 


flow 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 3 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 2 


By Emma Nwaneri 


bad-tempered affair in 

front of 3,616 fans at the 

Ericsson stadium in 
Auckland, saw defending cham- 
pions Wollongong Wolves suffer 
an unlikely 2-3 defeat at the 
hands of a Kingz outfit with a 
never-say-die attitude, 

With the Wolves seemingly 
coasting to what was regarded as a 
2-1 win, with three minutes left on. 
the clock, the game suddenly 
turned on its head to the amaze- 
ment of all inside the stadium. 

It all started with a contestable 
penalty in the 87th minute after 
Wolves defender, Alvin Ceccoli 
bumped into Kingz’ ageless play- 
er-manager, Wynton Rofer. 
Referee Neil Fox pointed to the 
spol, amidst vehement protests 
from Wolves players. Eventually, 
the Wolves had their say, but Fox 
got his way as Rufer, stepped-up 
to bury the kick past Dean 
Anastasiadis - in goal for the 
Wolves. 

A minute later, Wolves defend- 
er Stuart Young was sent off for 
dangerous play, in what was clear- 
ly an off-the-ball incident.Still 
seething from the circumstances 
surrounding the earlier penalty 
kick, the Wolves defence lost con- 
centration as they allowed Rufer 
to intercept an Aaran Lines long 
ball, before finding space for him- 
self to slot home a stunning win- 


ner, 
For the Wolves, there couldn't 


ficult angle. 


was 


Anthony 


Angelucci. 
from 


Foster scored from a dif- 


Disappointed home 
fans who assumed yet 
another home loss and 
left early would have 
received: a shock when 
they heard the final 
score. Five minutes from 
the end a corner was 
headed on by Hiroshi 
Miyazawa for Castro to 
net his second of the 


game. 

And as the match 
went into stoppage time 
Perosh rushed out to try 
and bar the way to Jon 


The 
players tussled for the 
ball on the edge of the 
area, Angelucci went 
down, and referee Gerry 


have been a harsher outcome toa 
game they seemed. very much to 
have sewn-up as eatly as the 50th 
minute.At that point, Paul Reid 
had beat the Kingz defence to 
sneak-in and put his side 2-1 
ahead to restore their first half 
lead. 

The game had started sweetly 
for the Wolves when in only the 
13th minute, Stuart Young turned 
hero by stroking the ball home: 
after some neat work by captain 
Matt Horsley, They went onto dic- 
fate the pace, with two ex-Kingz 
players, Dino Mennillo and 
Robert Middleby involved in the 
thick of action, 

Against the run of play howev- 
er, Paul Urlovic buried the 
equaliser on the stroke of half- 
time, when he meta fine pass from 
Lines to head past a stranded 
Anastasiadis, 

Wolves emerged from the 
dressing-room at the second half 
with their usual confidence, before 
unsurprisingly restoring their lead 
es! Reid five minutes into the 


All the three points looked to be 
in the bag, preparatory for the 
Feturn trip home, when Rufer, a 
72nd minute substitute, emerged 
to show his hand and leave the 
Wolves imagining what would 
have been. 

Not surprisingly, a bitterly-dis- 
appointed Wolves bench hurled 
insults and invectives towards 
their opponents, with the unrepen- 
tant Young accusing Rufer of 
being ‘soft’. aS 


Connolly pointed to the 
penalty spot. 

Tt was a harsh deci- 
sion, and one the 
Northem Spirit players 
protested against with 
some vigour. When the 
fuss died down it was 
Cortes who took the 
kick, stroking the ball 
past Perosh for the 
Canberra winner, 

Spirit coach Mick 
Hickman refused to 
blame Connolly for the 
toss. “We made some 
unacceptable mistakes at 
crucial times,” he said. 

“We started slowly, 
but we got back into a 
position where we look- 
ing good for a desperate-~ 
ly needed away win. 


two 


Milton Cortes (right) celebrating the first of his two goals against 


Northern Spirit. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 1 


PERTH GLORY 


By Glenn Davis 


erth Glory tuned up for the com- 
P= national playoffs with a con- 
vincing 4-1 win against Brisbane 
Strikers at Ballymore on Friday night. 


4 


Socceroo striker Damian Mori, who 
trailed teammate Bobby Despotovski by 
‘one goal on the league’s leading goal 
scorers tally prior to 

the game, shot two goals clear at the 
end of the night after landing a hattrick. 

Perth, who won their opening round 


Perth Glory striker, Jamie Harnwell celebrates his team’s opening goal 
against Brisbane Strikers. 


clash 7-2 at home, have now rammed 
home 11 goals to three in their two clash- 
es with the Strikers this season. _ 

Perth, last year’s grandfinal losers, 
took only 14 minutes to open the scoring 
when rangy defender Ljubo Milicevic 
capitalised on a goal-keeping error from 
Striker’s keeper Corey Baldock. 

Baldock failed to hold a simple commer 
delivered to the far post by Scott Miller 
allowing Milicevic an easy tap in. 

Perth took a 2-01 lead on the half hour 
when Mori headed home the first of his 
hattrick off a Brad Moloney cross. 

Perth, who started the match four 
points adrift of premiers South 
Melbourne, clearly dominated the game 
and were unlucky not to have won by a 
greater margin. 

The Strikers took some of the wind 
from Perth’s sails to trail 2-1 at half time 
when Brazilian midfielder Fernando 
Rech calmly slotted home next to the 
upright from 18 metres, nine minutes 
from the break. 

Mori and Despotovski proved why are 
are regarded as one of the league's most 
lethal combinations as they carved up the 
Strikers defence with sheer speed against 
a back four which was caught square on 
too many ocassions. 

The pair, who between them had scor- 
erd 33 goals prior to the game, combined 
for the visitors third and fourth goals. 

Despotovski showed his class with two 
clinical passes through a disjointed 
Strikers’ defence to set up Mori with rel- 
atively easy chances for his hat-trick. 


ABSW (&} 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGU 


Brisbane midfielder, Jade North (right) in a tussle with Perth Glory’s 
Gareth Naven. 


Mori joined Despotovski as the 
eague’s leading scorer with 17 goals in 
the 55th minute after Despotovski calmly 
laid a ball across the path of two tiring 
Strikers defenders to allow Mori to drive 
home for a 3-1 lead. 

Perth struck home their fowih goal 
three minutes later when Mori raised onto 


another perfect pass from his fellow strik- 
er to score from the edge of the area. 

The Strikers fought hard but it was 
obvious the experience and understand- 
ing wasn’t there on the night with mid- 
fielders Peter Grierson and Nick 
Meredith missing through injury and sus- 
pension. 


PARRAMATTA POWER 1 


ADELAIDE CITY 
By Arvind Hickman 


e Parramatta Power have 

iven their home fans the per- 

fect end-of-season send off 

with a sterling 1-0 victory over 


Adelaide City at Parramatta 
Stadium last Saturday night. 

The Power controlled a majority of 
the game and looked the far hungrier 
of the two teams, Their creativity in 
attack and desire in defence was high- 
lighted with the man-of-the-match per- 
formance by forward Damien Brown, 
who was involved in almost every- 
thing. 

Adelaide City on the other hand 
looked a beaten team from the start and 
opted to employ key playmaker and 
Australian international, Aurelio 
Vidmar, in the back. A tactic which 
clearly outlined the Force’s lack of 
depth on their bench at the moment. 

Adelaide City Coach, Zoran Matic, 
admitted his team 
looked flat and that } 
they didnit have the |: 
depth or experience to | 
play pressure games, 

“We lost before we 
came over here. Our 
chances have been 
very slim and we don’t 
have a team at the 
moment to play under 
pressure, There are too 
many, youngsters there 
to carry this responsi- 
bility,” he said. 

“Our record at 
home has killed us. If 
you win five games 
outside then you 
should always be in 
the top six but too 
many draws killed us.” 

Power Coach, 


0 


David Mitchell, was impressed with 
his chargers attitude after what had 
been a turbulent week at Power head- 
quarters. 

“The annoying thing for my part is 
that I think we were determined and 
committed tonight and I think if we 
would have shown that a few more 
times throughout the year we could 
have been in the top six,” he said. 

“T just asked them to show a bit of 
pride tonight, a lot has happened this 
week at the club and I think itis very 
important that we went out there to 
win.” 

The game began with Power con- 
trolling the possession and the Force 
sitting back. The first opportunity fell 
to Matt Thompson in the 16th minute 
who missed a free header on the far 
post that surely would have ékeeper 
Adrian Cagalj in trouble. 

Force then conjured up a golden 
Opportunity in the 35th minute when 
Gianluca Lagati cut the ball across the 


box for Louis Brain, who's shot beat 
the keeper but not the foot of David 
Barrett. 

The solitary goal came early in the 
second half (55th minute) and was a 
well taken header from Steve Berry 
after Ahmad Elrich crossed deep. 
Berry was almost unmarked and gave 
Cagalj no hope from a few metres out. 

The Power were now well on top 
and created some useful openings but 
couldn’t find a finish on all of these 
‘occasions. 

Brendon Santalab was the culprit on 
a couple of occasions, missing a free 
header and shooting wide, while 
Brown missed the sitter of the game 
after he shot wide with the keeper 
already beaten. 

Adelaide City only created one solid 
chance when Claudio Pelosi flashed a 
free header across the face of goal, but 
nothing was going to deny Power a 
final hurrah. * 

‘Adelaide City finals hopes have vir- 
tually vanished after Marconi and the 
Melboume Knights both scored wins 
to keep the Force in eight position. 


© " re - 


Parramatta Power strikers, Ahmad Elrich (middle) attempts to go past two 


Adelaide defender. 


Sydney Olympic defender, George Goutzoulis (left) attempts to stop 


Sydney United’s Croatian import, Aljosa Asanovic. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 
SYDNEY UNITED 2 


By Arvind Hickman 


ydney United have scored 

‘their most impressive vic- 

tory of the season by 
defeating local rivals Sydney 
Olympic 3-2 at the Sydney 
United Sports Centre last 
Sunday. 

Croatian International and 
World Cup bronze medallist, 
Aljosa Asanovic (capped 56 
times), inspired the Braveheags 
by creating all three of their goals 
with his lethal delivery from the 
dead ball. 

It is the first of two guest 
appearances for this seasoned 
European star, and his contribu- 
tion on Sunday only emphasised 
why he is considered one of the 
best technicians in the game 

Asanovic admitted after the 
‘game to not being fully fit but had 
kind words for the Australian 
game. 

“Today my team played very 
good and I am so happy for the 
Victory, Australian football is 
good football, not like Europe but 
itis ok,” he said. 


“If 1 had 28 days for my prepa- 
ration then I would be 100% but 
I'm only playing in two games.” 

Sydney Olympic Coach, 
Branko Culina, was disappointed 
by his tegms’ defensive effort.“ 
think that goal before half time let 
us down bad, | mean all three 
goals were justa lack of discipline 
and desire, We wanted to lead 2-1 
at half time but we just didnit have 
the people to do it, 

It only took 16 minutes for 
Olympic to grab the lead via the 
{eft foot of Pablo Cardozo. 

Andrew Packet Tatched onto a 
George Goutzioulis ball on the 
fast break and then played 
Cardozo through in the box. The 
Olympic striker beat both defend- 
cr and keeper to thé ball before 
ramming home the leading goal. 

Only three minutes later 
Sydney United equalised from a 
set piece. Asanovic provided 
inch perfect ball to Cummins 
Menapi in the box who headed 
across for Francis Awaritefe to 
bundle the ball home. 

Brett Hughes then made one of 
his many crucial saves when he 
dived at full length to deny a 


Goutzioulis header. 

Olympic. scored their second 
goal in emphatic fashion in the 
42nd minute when Cardozo riffled 
an unstoppable drive into the top 
eft hand comer from 20 metres 


‘out. It came from open play out of J 


nothing and was a spectacle for 
both sets of supporters. 

United equalised late,into first 
half injury time from an own goal 
by Damon Collina. Asanovic pro- 
vided a dangerous comer and 
Collina headed the ball down, 
bouncing it into the roof of his 
goal. 

Asanovic then almost 
increased the lead single handed 
when he spun off Goutzioulis, 
skipped on the edge of the box and 
belted a shot just wide. The 
Croatian star pul on a show that 
as well applauded by the crowd 
whenever he had the ball, 

The winning goal came in the 
68th minute when an Asanovic 
free kick picked out Zlatko 
Arambasic running across goal. 
The United striker dived for the 
ball and rifled his header to the 
lefi of the keeper. 

Goutzioulis almost volleyed 
Olympic on level terms but 
Hughes yet again thwarted the 
Olympic midfielder with a smart 
diving save. 
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By John Economos 
———— 


Wednesday 25th April Cgc 


Day), will battle it out with Newcastle 
United at the Belmore Sports Ground 
in a must win match for the Sydney team. 
2 Despite its loss last Sunday, Olympic still 
Main Game retains a slim mathematical chance of making 


it into second spot on the ladder behind South 

: = Melboume, providing the Perth Glory and 
Ki ck -Ofi f : Wollongong Wolves heavily drop points in 
their last two games, 

Olympic was brought down to earth last 
Sunday when Sydney United downed them 
3-2. 

In their last three games Olympic has heay- 
ily squandered League points, 

The Sydney side has managed to pick up 
only one solitary League point, (1-1 draw 
against Souths last week) from a possible 
nine. 

Striker Pablo Cardozo who Scored both of 
Olympic’s goals last Sunday, has now broken 
the Club’s alltime goal scoring record, previ- 
ously held by Norman Tome (52), with 53 


goals, 
Olympic will train today and midfielder ee 


‘Troy Halpin is expected to-pass a fitness test 5 0 0 ‘3 
goalscorer, 


Youth League 
Kick-Off 


Covo> 


following his injury to a calf muscle. 


“Yes you could say that I'm looking for- 
ward to this game on Anzac Day, 

Newcastle’s veteran striker Andy Harper, 
stated to ABSW last night:” We've been play- 
ing for pride for the last chunk of the season 
since we had a bad run and the finals were a 
distant possibility. fp 

“We will have close to a full ‘deck’, 
(squad), &cept for a couple of players that 
are unavailable through long term injuries. 

“Olympic is a wonderful team and must be 
hot favourites to beat us on Wednesday as 
they have far more at stake than we do.” 

Harper then went on to add: “I think it's 
fair to say that they have got far more talent 
at their disposal at the moment. 

“Trate them very highly and they are going 
to make the finals a good series,” ended 
Harper who some years ago had a season with 
Olympic before he had moved to Marconi. 


Lee Sterrey: Newcastle United’s head 
coach. 


Despite Newcastle’s lowly position on the 
ladder, the Novocastrians could make life 
very difficult for Olympic. 

Newcastle will have back from suspension 
Daniel McBreen but is expected to again 
remain without the services of Travis Dodd. 

Dodd has been sidelined with strained lig- 
aments to his knee. 

Newcastle will also be without their tena- 
cious midfielder Peter Tsekenis who is out for 
the rest of the season with a groin injury. 

Newcastle’s departing coach, Lee Sterrey, 
stated to ABSW last night: 

“Olympic must be hurting following their 
surprise 3-2 loss last Sunday to Sydney 
United. 

“We also lost to Marconi, but we had a few 
chances and even hit the cross-bar. 

“We will be looking to come down to 
Sydney and cause Olympic some trouble, 
especially for their coach,(Branko Culina), 


Sydney Olympic sponsored by DAINTREE RESTAURANT | Btitreccraa ner ert 


Newcastle next season,” stated Sterrey. 
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Marconi vs Knights 


scored in the 
eighth minute by 
tenacious defender F 
Buddy Farah. E 

But tomorrow 
Marconi will be F 
without  Farah’s 
services as the 
strapping stopper 
or sweeper flew £ 
out last Sunday 
night to join the 
national team of 


ly’sitstin fifth posi- 
tion on the League 
ladder, just one 


x 


precarious League —_ 
Eddle Kmcevle: Marcon! Stallions’ Point ahead of Key : Marcon! Stallions’ 
hoadcoach: sixth placed, the pron 


By John Economos 


Melbourne Knights. 

Whilst Marconi has scored 
40 goals, 15 less than the 
Knights, Marconi has con- 
ceded 32 goals, 10 less than 
the Knights. 

An interesting duel 
expected will be how the 
Knights’ defence will con- 
tain Marconi’s attack spear- 
headed by Kris Trajanovski 
and Archie Thompson. 

. Marconi last night 

informed ABSW that coach 
Eddie kmcevic has neither 
injury or suspension -prob- 
Jems with his squad. 


‘ARCONI tomor- 
row night, 
(Anzac Day), 


clashes with the always 
defiant and tough 
Melbourne Knights at the 
Marconi Stadium, 

Whilst Marconi collected 
another three very valuable 
League points last Friday 
night by downing Newcastle 
United away by 0-1, the 
Melbourne Knights had a 
bye. 

Marconi on Friday 


against Newcastle, ultimately Andrew Marth: Melbourne Knights play- 
had to rely on the sole goal er/coach. 


MARCONI 
STALLIONS 


VS 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


WED 25 APRIL 7PM 
@ MARCONI STADIUM 


Match Day Sponsor 
ELDERS REAL ESTATE BR 


PH 9823 2222 FOR INFO 


strong Wollongong competi- 
tion, which allows them a 
higher level of regular compe- 
tition than that available with- 
in the local competition. Kyle 
Hogan, Paul and Martin Smart 
play for the Highland Eagles 
and hope one day to make a 
career of professional football 
(soccer). 

They were picked to attend 
the eight day trip by 
Wollongong selectors who had 
watched their games and 
decided they would be good 
ambassadors for their sport. 

Two squads from the 
Illawarra district will be travel- 
ling to Beijing and will play 
four soccer games against 
Chinese teams of similar ages. 

Soccer is apparently quite a 
popular game in China and 
even at junior level” attracts 
large numbers of spectators, Lynch is due to graduate from 

The cost of the trip is over the NSW Police Academy 
$2,000 per player which soon. His brother, Simon 
includes airfares and accom- Lynch plays for Celtic and 
modation, but not all their food their father Andy Lynch was a 


ty to experience a different 
culture and learn about the 
training methods used by 
Chinese coaches. Fundraising 
for the trip will be essential if like the Police 
the local lads are to meet the 
deadlines for payments and 
they have already received 
some support from the Police 
Soccer Association. 

Inspector Doug McKenzie, 
who lives in Goulburn but 
works in Sydney is the treasur- 
er of the association. He was 
able to obtain a Celtic FC 
signed football, -which has 
been placed in a globe type 
trophy stand. At this stage the 
parents of the Goulburn trio 
have not decided how they will 
use it to raise funds, but one 
suggestion has been a raffle. 

One of the players for the 
police soccer side, Martin 


China trip. . 


locally. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE 
QT 1 Ch Ete K 
OR AT THE GATE 
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bree Goulburn soccer expenses. They also have the former captain of the team. 
players have been added costs of passports, vac- Inspector McKenzie said the 
given the opportunity cinations and travel to training Police Soccer Association was 
totravelto China onasoccer to add to this, keen to help these three young 
tour in October this year. Beyond playing soccer, the men achieve a step on their 
All three now play in the players will have an opportuni- —_ way to their ultimate goal. 


The association regularly 
holds charity soccer, matches 
with other organisations and 
raises funds for worthy causes 
Legacy 
Association and the children’s 
Hospital or the Homicide 
Victims Support Association. 
‘They also support individuals 
or small groups like the three 
Goulburn lads who need assis- 
tance with their fundraising for 


The boys all started playing 
soccer when they were quite 
young and until recently 
played in the Goulburn compe- 
tition, but their commitment to 
the Illawarra division one 
competition has left them with 
little time to train and play 


Over the next few months, 
they will also have to spendy 
some of their time on fundrais- 
ing efforts with the help of 
their families, to ensure that 
they are on the plane in. 
October bound for China. 
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Heidelberg 


Dandenong Thunder 


By David Davutovic 


n a tight season, 
[isstves returned to 

the top of the Victorian 
Premier League table with a 
1-0 away victory against 
Dandenong Thunder on 
Saturday. 

The Thunder made a typical- 
ly promising start to the match 
when Steven Kourkoutzelos 
blasted over the crossbar after a 
fine cross from midfielder 
Boris Ovcin in the ninth 
minute. 

The Bergers’ hearts were 
still racing only two minutes 
later when defender Mentor 
Memeti, who was sent off in 
stoppage time, released David 
Terek, But experienced keeper 
Jim Kourtis thwarted the fleet- 
footed attacker on two occa- 
sions. 

Gifted Heidelberg midfielder 
Damian Vojtek sent a 22nd 
minute free kick flying past 


Nick Kalamaris’ left hand post. 
Ovcin was equally as unlucky 
in the latter stages of the half 


when Kourtis tipped his left . 


foot shot over the bar. 
They say that luck often 
evades the lower placed sides 
and that was again the case 
with Dandenong, as they con- 
ceded a goal in the dying stages 
of the first half. 
George Georgiadis’ 
was deflected and 
somehow 
crept under 
Kalamaris, 
as goal- 
sneak Nick 
Lazarevski 
was eft 
unmarked 
and tucked 
the ball 
away for the 
only goal of the 
match in the 46th 
minute. 
The Thunder had 


cross 


their 


chances in the second half, the 
best of them coming in the 
72nd minute when Evan 
Papadopoulos headed back a 
Terek cross for Ovcin who 
again volleyed over the cross- 
bar. 

Heidelberg coach Peter 
Ollerton wagdelighted with the 
points as his side leads the 
competition at the midway 
mark. “Overall I was happy 
with the result. It leaves us in 
good stead for the second half 
of the season,” Victoria’s coach 

of the year 
said. 
‘The red card 
to Memeti in 
stoppage 
time for a 
late chal- 
lenge, how- 
ever, further 
compounded 
Dandenong’s 
loss. The 
Thunder will 
need to pick up the 
pace in the second half of the 
season, if it is to remain in the 


Victorian 
Premier League 


Saturday 28 April, 3:00PM 


Dandenong Thunder vs. Essendon Soccer Club 
Altona Magic vs. Altona East Phoenix 


Sunday 29 April, 3:00PM 


Preston Lions vs. Heidelberg United 
Fawkner Blues vs. Bentleigh Greens 
Green Gully Cavaliers vs. St. Albans Saints 


Mon, 350 April, 3:15PM 


Bulleen Zebras vs. Port Melbourne Sharks 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 
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Port Melbourne Sharks 


St Albans Saints 


By Bert van Bedaf 


‘alfway in the VPL sea- 
son marks the spots for 
the front runners such as 


leader Heidelberg, St Albans, 
Bentleigh and Port Melbourne. 

Fifth place, currently occupied 
by Altona East, will be a hotly 
contested finals position, with 
Fawkner, Green Gully and Altona 
Magic likely contenders. 

In a split round, St Albans 
Saints drew 1-1 with Port 
Melbourne at Churchill Reserve 
on Monday, April 16. 

The Saints are enjoying a partic- 
ularly good season under coach 
Peter Crocker, while Harry 
Chalkitis is keeping the Sharks in 
the top five at the halfway mark of 
the season. 

Heidelberg United, under coach 
of the year Peter Ollerton, and 
equipped with a strong squad, is 
reviving some of its former glory 
days, edging past 


* rookie premier league club 


Dandenong Thunder 1-0 last 
Sunday. 

With seven wins, a draw and 
three losses for 22 points, the 


Bergers are leading the tight com- 
petition, with the Saints only a 
point behind. 

Bentleigh Greens were runners- 
up to Green Gully last season and 
under Gary Cole are headed for 
another tilt at the title to be fought 
out in a final five series. 

The Greens play a fast-attacking 
style of football that has surprised 
several opponents this season. 
Cole has had title successes with 
Altona Magic and Bullen and is 
aiming for another title 
with Bentleigh. 

“The aim is to 
finish in the top 
two and have the 
double chance, in 
the end that has to 


be the goal. We'd 
like to think 
i i Sze ey), 


enough to fin- 
ish in the top two spots,” Cole 
said. 

Altona East, surprise perform- 
ers under Ollerton last season, 
started well ufider new coach Chris 
Taylor before being hit by injuries 
and top opposition. 

“It’s difficult to play all {op 


e KESULTS 
ROUND 11 


St. Albans Saints 
(Zilic 1) 


PortMelb’Rne Sharks 
(Psarros P) 


Bulleen Zebras v Bentleigh Greens 


Fawkner Blues 
(Murphy C) 

Altona Magic 
-(Bozinovski S (2) 
Dandenong Thunder 


Altona East Phoenix 
(Groidis P) ~~ 


2 Essendon Royals 


(Collina M) 


0 Heidelberg United 


(Lazareyski N) 


Green Gully Caval’Rs v Preston Lions 


Heidelberg United 
St. Albans Saints 
Bentleigh Greens 
Port Melbourne 
Altona East Phoenix 


Fawkner Blues 
Green Gully 

Altona Magic 
Bulleen Zebras 
Preston Lions 
Dandenong Thunder 
Essendon Royals 


VIC PREMIER 
LEAGUE LADDER 
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sides at once. It can break a good 
run,” 

Taylor said, reflecting on a tor- 
tured finish to the first half of the 
season. 

The Phoenix came away with a 
1-1 draw against the Fawkner 
Blues last Sunday to cling to fifth 
spot, two points ahead of the 
Blues. 

“The spirit at the club is tremen- 
dous and it will only help us to 
come out on top. We finished third 
last season and our aim is to make 
the top five and the finals this sea- 
son,” Taylor said, 

Fawkner, under long-serving 

coach Ken Murphy, is quiet- 
ly working towards a 
top five position. The 
Blues have only lost. / 
twice this season, 
but won only three 
times. Six draws 
tells the story of a 
pressured defence 
and problems. fin- 
ishing off chances. 

Title defender Green Gully has 
not been travelling well this sea~ 
son. 

Several senior players left to 
other clubs pre-season and young- 
sters have come in to fill the 
vacancies. << 

Invincible for two seasons in a 
row, the Cavaliers are in seventh 
place from four wins and three 
draws - and hard-pressed to win 
their third title in a row. 

Arguably Victoria's best coach, 
Tan Dobson, was left wondering 
earlier in the season, whether his 
players were “still hungry enough” 
to win a third title, 

The second half of the season 
will reveal whether the Cavaliers 
can win their first title during a 
finals play-off. 

Altona Magic changed coaches 
earlier in the competition and 
under Frank McGrellis, the Magic 
is in eighth place ready to climb: 
the ladder, having snared John 
Markovski as its Po draw- 
card, 

After three titles i in a row (under 
Dobson and Cole), the Magic has 
been somewhat in decline. It will 
be a tough ride, if it is to make the 
finals in July. 

Bulleen and Preston-are former 
championship teams that are 
under-performing this season. 
They will need to put in a strong 
second half to vie fora finals spot. 

Newcomers Dandenong 
Thunder (second-last) and bottom- 
side Essendon Royals sadly seem 
doomed to make an early exit from 
the premier league. 

Thunder is five points from 
Preston and Bulleen, while the 
Royals have so far managed only 
two points from two draws and are 
still looking for their first VPL vic- 
tory. 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne. Brisbane. 4006. 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 @ Fax: (07) 3252 1137 @ www.qldsoccer.com.au 


sbane Cily maintained 

their lead at the top of the 
Queensland Premier League 
after downing arch enemies 
Rochedale 2-1 at Underwood 
Road on Saturday night 

But Brisbane: City’s win 
failed to shake off nearest 
rivals Brisbane Lions 
and Wynnum who. 
continue to snap at 
their heels follow- 
ing their respec- 
tive wins against 
Pine Rivers and 
Bundaberg on the 
same night, 

While all three top clubs won, 
the only change saw Brisbane 
Lions leapfrog Wynnum into 
second place on goal difference 
following their 4-1 thrashing of 
Pine Rivers at Wendy Alison 
Park. 

Wynnum had a tough 
encounter with Bundaberg 
Waves on their new home 
ground which was shortened in 
size due to ground renovations 
before coming out on top 2-1. 

Brisbane City coach Danny 
Wright said greasy conditions 
played a major factor in the close 
contest against Rochedale who 


Brisbane City 
Brisbane Lions 
Wynnum 

IPSW Knights 
Rochedale Rov, 
Gold Coast 
B’berg Waves 
Twmba Raiders 
Taringa Rovers 
Eastern Suburbs 
Mt Gravatt 

Pine Rivers 


Gold Coast City 
IPSW Knights . 
Wynnum ,. 
Pine Rivers ... 
Rochedale Rov 
Taringa Rovers 


A <i 


Jooked like causing an. upset 
when it led 1-0 at the break, 
Rochedale’s Cameron 
Williams put his side ahead after 
15 minutes when he brilliantly 
lobbed City's giant keeper Scott 
Higgins, 
“We got caught out on the 
break for their first 
goal but we didn’t 
handle the greasy 
conditions at all 


well in the first 
half,” Wright 
said. 


Wright made a telling 
substitution at halftime 
bringing on Alan Cameron for 
Pablo Aviles and the move had 
an immediate impact when he 
scored in the 60th minute, 

Cameron raced onto a 
defence splitting piss before he 
calmly chipped Rochedale’s 
keeper. 

Cameron also played a major 
role in City’s second goal only 
‘one minute later when he sent in 
a cross for Nathan Carlos who 
drilled home from near the 
penalty spot. 

Although Brisbane City 
looked in control, Rochedale 
went forward in attack looking 
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ROUND 8 
Mt Gravatt 
T'wmba Raiders 
B’berg Waves 
Brisbane Lions . 
Brisbane City . . 
Eastern Suburbs 


for the equaliser in a tense finish 
to the game. 

However, _ giant striker 
Damian Harris, who has been a 
revelation for Rochedale since 
being moved up front from 
defence, made the home side's 
task difficult when he was sent 
off following his second booking 
with about ten minutes remain- 
ing 

“Although they had a man 
sent off the game went right 
down to the wire,” Wright 
said. This was always going to be 
adanger game for us as they beat 
us last year when we 
were on a roll and 
we we had a few 
players missing 
including 
Damien Waugh.” 

Wright said his 
side would appreci- 
ate having next week- 
end off when they league has @ 
week's recessb which will give 
his injured players time to recov- 
er for their next encounter. 

Coach John Ogden was 
delighted with Brisbane Lions’ 
performance against a winless 
Pine Rivers who look in deep 
trouble to avoid relegation this 


Rochedale Rov 
Brisbane City 
Brisbane Lions 
Gold Coast City 
Taringa Rov 

Mt Gravatt 
Wynnum 
Twmba Raiders 
IPSW Knights 
Eastern Suburbs 
Bberg Waves 
Pine Rivers 


Wynnum 
Pine Rivers 


Taringa Rovers 


Gold Coast City . . 
IPSW Knights . . .. 


Rochedale Rovers . 


year. 

“It’s always a hard game at 
Pine Rivers but we were always 
under control,” 


play against, 
home, and I'm tipping 
cause-a few upsets 
of the so-called better teams as 
the season goes on.” 

Brisbane Lions took control 
early scoring in the 15th minute 
after striker Matt Olley raced 
onto a through ball to brilliantly 
lob Pine Rivers keeper Peter 
Underhill with his first touch 
from 18 metres. 

Lions struck again on 
the half hour when 
Michael Baird and 
Des Hughes com- 
bined in a one-two 
only to see Hughes 
felled in a tackle 
inside the box for a 
penalty. 

Hughes jumped quickly to his 
feet to claim the spot kick which 
he successful took to give 
Bfisbane Lions a 2-0 lead at the 
interval. 

‘Adam Kinsella put Pine 
Rivers back into the match to tril 
2-1 within two minutes of the 


second half but any revival from 
Sieve Dolan’s men was. short 
lived as the visitors went further 
ahead in the 60th 
minute. 


Rivers. 


| BRISBANE CITY | CITY 


A freek kick 
from Lions mid- 
fielder Shaun minute 
Molenda took a Rose 


deflection sailing 
past a stranded 
Underhill for a 3- 
| lead while their 
fourth came with 15 


the table following. Brisbane 
Lions’ goal spree against Pine 


Bundaberg took 
an early 
lead off a free- 
kick in the 35th 
before 
levelled 
five minutes later 
hammering home 


Bundaberg keeper into the net. 

“This was out first game on 
ournew ground but the field had 
to be shortened because some 
work still being done and we 
failed to come to terms with the 
smaller field and things got too 
congested,” Tokesi said, 

“Overall I'm pleased we won 
but Lions go ahead of us on goal 
differences now.” 


1-nil 


at his second 
attempt. n others matches Ipswich 
A long ball from  Lknights downed Toowoomba 
minutes to go when defender Luke Adair set 1-0 at home while Taringa 


Reece Tollenaere headed home a 
powerful cross from Steve Bland 
at the far post. 

Ogden was particularly 
pleased with Brisbane Lions’ 
effort as he was without two reg- 
ular players Jamie Lowndes and 
Danny Britton who both were 
supended. 


rynnum coach Peter Tokesi 

was rueing Brisbane 
Lions’ superior goal differences 
over Wynnum, despite downing 
Bundaberg 2-1. 

A goal in each half from Josh 
Rose set up Wynnum’s victory 
but it was not enough to see 
them slip from second to third on 
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North Star 
The Gap 
Souths Utd 
Brisbane Oly Utd 
Redlands Utd 
Albany Creek 
Slacks Creek 
Rocklea Utd 
Mitchelton 
Capalaba 
Newmarket 
Grange Thistle 
Acacia Ridge 
North Pine 


Mitchelton... . 
North Star . 
Acacia Ridge . 
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Capalaba 
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I North Pine ... 

2 Souths United 

4 Newmarket . 

+l Rocklea Utd... 

4 Grange Thistle . 

1 Brisbane Oly Utd 

2 Redlands Utd ....... 


20 North Star 

19 Redlands Utd 
19 Souths Utd 

17 Mitchelton 

17 Albany Creek 
17 Slacks Creek 
16 The Gap 

15 Newmarket 
15 Rocklea Utd 
11 Grange Thistle 


6 Capalaba 

4 North Pine 

2 Brisbane Oly Utd 
1 Acacia Ridge 


Mitchelton . . 
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Capalaba 
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The Gap .. 
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4 Souths United .2 North Star . . .1 Souths Utd. . 16 
0 Newmarket .. .3 Acacia Ridge 5 Newmarket . 5 
6 — Rocklea United -1 Albany Creek 3 Rocklea.... Fil 
2 Grange Thistle .8 Capalaba 4 Grange Thistle ......... 0 
4 Brisbane Oly Utd .3 Slacks Creek .5° Brisbane Oly Utd ....... 2 
. Redlands Utd’. . . 1 The Gap ... .2 Redlands Uld .......... 0 


up the match winner as Rose 
raced onto the pass and defily 
touched the ball past the 


D SION 1 SEMI PRO youth 


Rovers drew 1-1 with Easts at 
Jack Speare Park. 


Eastern Suburbs 
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‘SUPER YOUTH 
LEAGUE 


GRADE 13: Sydney United vs Wollongong 
Wolves W/O, Newcastle United 0 Macarthur Rams 
6, St George 2 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2, 
- Sutherland Shire 1 Fairfield Bulls 1, Northern Spirit 
vs Blacktown City Demons W/O, Leichhardt Tigers 

0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 0, Parramatta Eagles vs 
Sydney Olympic W/O, Marconi Stallions vs Penrith 
Panthers W/O, Canterbury Marrickville 4 Central 
Coast Coasties 1, Bankstown City Cubs 1 Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 1. 


GRADE 14; Sydney United vs Wollongong 
Wolves W/O, Newcastle United 3 Macarthur Rams 
2, St George 2 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2, 
Sutherland Shire 3 Fairfield Bulls 1, Northern Spirit 
vs Blacktown City Demons W/O, Leichhardt Tigers 
3 Manly Warringah Dolphins 0, Parramatta Eagle vs 
Sydney Olympic W/O, Marconi Stallions vs Penrith 
Panthers W/O, Canterbury Marrickville 1 Central 


Coast Coasties 1, Bankstown City Cubs 3 Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 2. 

GRADE 15: Sydney United vs Wollongong 
Wolves W/O, Newcastle United 4 Macarthur Rams 
0, St George 1 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0, 
Sutherland Shire 1 Fairfield Bulls 1, Northern Spirit 
vs Blacktown City Demons W/O, Leichhardt Tigers 
1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2, Parramatta Eagles vs 
Sydney Olympic W/O, Marconi Stallions vs Penrith 
Panthers W/O, Canterbury Marrickville 0 Central 
Coast Coasties 2, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 3. 


GRADE 17: Sydney United vs Wollongong 
Wolves W/O, Newcastle United 4 Macarthur Rams 
1, St George 3 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2, 
Sutherland Shire 2 Fairfield Bulls 4, Northern Spirit 
vs Blacktown City Demons W/O, Leichhardt Tigers 
2 Manly Warringah Dolphins’, Parramatta Eagles vs 
Sydney Olympic W/O, Marconi Stallions vs Penrith 
Panthers W/O, Canterbury Marrickville 3 Central 
Coast Coasties 2, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 4. 


SUPER CADET 
LEAGUE | 


GRADE 11: Sutherland Shire 5 Fairfield Bulls 0, 
Northern Spirit vs Blacktown City Demons W/O, 
Leichhardt Tigers 0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 4, 
Parramatta Eagles vs Sydney Olympic W/O, Marconi 
Stallions vs Penrith Panthers W/O, Canterbury 
Marrickville 1 Central Coast Coasties 1, Bankstown 
City Cubs 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, St George 5 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0, Sydney United vs 
Wollongong Wolves Washed Out. 


GRADE 12: Sutherland Shire 2 Fairfield Bulls 1, 
Northern Spirit vs Blacktown City Demons W/O, 
Leichhardt Tigers 2 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2, 
Parramatta Eagles vs Sydney Olympic W/O, Marconi 
Stallions vs Penrith Panthers W/O, Canterbury 
Marrickville 0 Central Coast Coasties 2, Bankstown 
City Cubs 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, St George 2 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0, Sydney United vs 
Wollongong Wolves Washed Out. 


SUPER | 
LEAGUE 


FIRST GRADE: Fraser Park Jets 2 (B Burrows 
47m H Sevgin 85m) AC United 1 (N Bobo 8m), 
Bankstown City Lions 4 (J Aschner 10m C Bradley 
55m G Trposki 70m R Issa 85m) Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 2 (A Snyder 60m A Farria 82m),"Dulwich 
Hill 3 (S Karavatakis 52/70m N Varess 73m) 
Rockdale City Suns 2 (Own goal 25m L Carle 74m), 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 2 (N Knithakis 34m E 
Petratos 83m) Hajduk Wanderers 1 (J Costello 41m), 
MSC Liverpool vs Stanmore Hawks Washed Out, 


GRADE 21: Bankstown City Lions 1 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 4, Dulwich Hill 5 Rockdale City 
Suns 2, Hurstville City Minotaurs 5 Hajduk 
Wanderers 0, MSC Liverpool vs Stanmore Hawks 
Washed Out. 

GRADE 18: Bankstown City Lions 1 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2, Dulwich Hill 2 Rockdale City 
Suns 2, Hurstville City Minotaurs 2 Hajduk 
Wanderers 2, MSC Liverpool vs Stanmore Hawks 
Washed Out. 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bader 


ocal SOCCEROO Returns ~ Scott Chipperfield, 

the Wolves lethal striker is back in town. He played 
for the Australian National Soccer team in the World 
Cup Qualification games staged the other week in Coffs 
Harbour. His coach and team mates will welcome 
‘Chippers’ back, looking for his strike force. 
Wollongong fans may however-have to wait for the last 
competition game against Adelaide City Force to be 
played at WIN stadium on Sunday 29th April to see 
Chippetfield in action, though he starred in the 2-3 loss 
to Football Kingz, over the weekend, 


ATCH FIASCO - The Round 27 game against 

Eastern Pride, Morwell was called off by Soccer 
Australia, Financial difficulties prevented the club from 
fielding their senior team, The natural course to follow 
is for the Wolves to claim a forfeit - which they did. Not 
nice and notin the interest of the sport. Soccer Australia 
has to make at decision as to the points and goals award- 
ed in that case and done so in the meantime which prob- 
ably does not satisfy other clubs affected in way of goal 
difference ant points lost against Eastern Pride. This is 
the second club collapsed in the NSL this year, not 
appreciated by the soccer public, blaming the adminis- 
tration running the competition. Hopefully lessons are 
learned from the past events and a better NSL competi- 
tion is set up for next season. Soccer followers have 
over the years often questioned the wisdom of those 
Tunning.the show. 


ILUBS TAKING COURT ACTIONS - There is 

‘some talk that Soccer clubs in national or local 
competitions, are considering taking their ruling associ 
ation to.a civil court of law, contesting disputed deci- 
sions. A word of caution for the clubs, pointing to rules 
and regulations governing the associations. In case of 
FIFA as well as affiliated associations, a rule is written 
into the constitutions saying — quote “In compliance 
with the Federation of International de Football (FIFA), 
no affiliated club, association, member, player, manag- 
er, coach shall be permitted to refer disputes to a court 
of law” unquote. Any club or others shall be considered 
to have automatically resigned it’s membership, it states 
further, 

Apply that ruling to Soccer Australia or any local 
Soccer association, the soccer club or person involved, 
attempting court action, should and can be immediately 
suspended from playing in the present competition. 
= — Associations have to show direction and stick to their 

rules and regulations. Act against clubs offending the 

conditions ruling the soccer competition, cancel their 

right to participate forthwith. At present a certain NSL 
club is allegedly looking at court actions and should be 
dealt with accordingly. 
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Scott Chippe 
Socceroos World Cup action. 

OLVES JUNIORS - Results of Cadets and 

Youth League games played against Sutherland 
at Brandon Park = U/II’s won 2:0 dominating the 
match. U/12's lost 1:3 trying hard. U/13’s won 1:0 very 
tight match, goal scored by Nuno Pires. U/14's won 2:1 
goals from Ben Gatewood and Jamses Rey. U/I5’s 
drew 1:1 could have gone either way. U/17’s lost 2:3 
disappointing result. 


OCAL SOCCER - Results of weekend local 

jgames in the ICU Premier League and ICU First 
Division can be taken off the INFO LINE 1900963176, 
each Saturday after 6pm or Mondays from the ISA web- 
site -http:/ www.soccerillawarra.asn.au (updated contin- 
uously). 


‘CU PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS ROUND 3 - 

eviews previews = Solid wins by anticipated 
favourites , four teams with one’ point only seem to 
struggle, 
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field: Back in the Wolves ranks after 


WOLLONGONG OLYMPIC Y CON- 
ISTON LIONS 0:2, goals, from John 
Chapman, and Anthony Guido, both com- 
ing late in the second half, Olympic’s 
defence held-out until it cracked in the last 
10 minutes. An entertaining game by two. 
good sides. Olympic next host Westem 
Srburbs,while Coniston plays Cringila. 
BALGOWNIE V CRINGILA 1:1. Close ~ 
contest, both wasted opportunities, looking. 
forward to tough opposition. Balgownie 
next meets Port’ Kembla, while Cringila 
host Coniston Lions. 

BULLI V PORT KEMBLA 0;3, goals 
from Zvonko Usljebrka (2), Nick 
Plimenakos (penalty), Port keeper Adrian 
Bartlett saved a spot kick. Bad luck for 
Bulli, who next travel to Shoalhaven City. 
Port host Balgownie Rangers. 

PICTON RANGERS V SHOALHAVEN 
CITY 0:1. Sole goals scored by Craig 
Ratcliffe . A surprise win by the visitors 
who host next Bulli, while Picton travel to 
Kemblawarra next. 


1:1. Goals from Dominic McGill and own 
goal by a West’s defender, Both sides 
strong in defence, several chances squan= 
dered. West travels next to Olympic.A 
tough match. Lysaghts host Northern 
United. 
NORTHERN UNITED V 
BLAWARRA 1:5. North 
scoring first with 
Craig Smith. The 
I visitors replying 
with Manny 

Mavridis (2), Matt 

Parker, John Flack, 
Apul Gaffney. North next play 
Lysaghts for a do-or-die effort. 
Kemblawarra host Picton Rangers 
next, hoping to do well. 

POINTS TABLE = CONISTON 
9, PORT KEMBLA 7, KEM- 
BLAWARRA 7, SHOALHAVEN 7, 
CRINGILA 5, OLYMPIC 4, WEST 3, BAL- 
GOWNIE 2, PICTON 1, BULLI 1, LYSAGHTS 
1, NORTHERN UNITED 1. 


KEM- 


CU FIRST DIVISION - 17 teams had a spare week- 

end over Easter. The next round partners ; Barbarians 
v Berkeley, at Barrack Heights. The host won one and 
drew one, the visitors lost their first two games, going 
out to make-amends, the home side favoured. Highlands 
v Shellharbour City at Renwick Oval. Mittagong, the 
host lost their first game, had a bye, while the visitors 
lost one, drew their second, even contest. Illawarra 


WESTERN SUBURBS V LYSAGHTS ~~ 


United y Warilla Wanderers at Towradgi Park, the host 
Jost one, drew one, the visitors won one, lost one, looks: 
like a close match, the visitors should succeed, 

Ruse v South Coast. United at Jackson. Park, 
Woodbine. The host had a bye and lost one. the visitors 
Jost. one, drew one,.are expected to succeed. Albion 
Park v Kiama at Terry Reserve. The host won both 
games handsomely, while Kiama also won their first 
two games. Looks like the pick-of-the-round, strongly 
contested by both, the home side favoured, Tarrawanna’ 
y Bellambi at Tarrawanna Oval. The hoSt won one, 
drew one. The visitors disappointing, losing their two 
games, could ben for a rough time. 

Dapto v Helensburgh at Kanahooka Lodge. The host 
lost one, won one the visitors won both games and look 
a strong outfit, Woonona v University at Ocean.The 
host lost one, drew the other.University won one, lost 
one. Both looking for points, the visitors probably 
favoured. 

POSITIONS = Albion Park W.E., Tarrawanna, 
Helensburgh, Fernhill are undefeated in their first two 
rounds and are expected to contest front positions, per- 
haps University can challenge. The rest will find it 
tough to progress on the table. 

Referee Quiz = the ball bounced off the Assistant 
Referee who stands on the tough line, The Referee 
decides to play on, correct or not? (Answer Yes). 


UNIORS ANNUAL GALA DAY WINNERS 
THIS YEAR - over 200 teams contested the event 
over three days from U/10’s to U/18's, Girls and Boys 
teams. The finals at Kiama Leisure Centre pro- 
duced the following winningyclubs: 
U/10"s Unanderra, U/11's Oak 
Flats, U/12's Albion Park, 
U/13’s_ Shellharbour, U/14’s 
Oak Flats, U/I5’s Figtree, 
U/16's Highlands, U/18's Oak 
Flats, U/12’s Girls Woonona, 
U/14 Girls Dapto, U/16's Girls 
Oak Flats and U/18's Girls 
Woonona. Congratulations to all 
players for making it a remarkable * 
day of good soccer. 


HAT IS ROO-BALL? a fun 
game of soccer, a modified ver- 
sion of the game for junior players up to and 


i) including the age of 9, approved by Soccer 


Australia. The laws are modified like small fields, 
small goals, no corner flags, size 3 ball, 7 players for 
U/6 and U/?’s, 9 players for U/8's and U/9's, unlimited 
interchange, 15 minutes, 20 and 25 minutes duration of 
games, not points or results are kept in ROO BALL - 
designed to give Girls and Boys the chance to play soc- 
cer, have fun without worrying about winning or com- 
petition tables. 


Bankstown City 4 
Manly Warringah 2 

The Lions opened the scor- 
ing from the penalty spot after 
Dolphins keeper Dean 
McCreath brought down 
Mendo Lozevski in the ninth 
minute and James Aschner 
made no mistake converting 
the penalty, 

The Lions went further in 
front when McCreath mis- 
judged a free kick from Chris 
Bradley from 30 metres out in 
the 58th minute but just after 
Dolphins midfielder James 
Stubbs-Mills was sent from 
the field Manly hit back with a 
goal to Adam Snyder in the 
‘72nd minute, 

A strike from Goce Trposki 
in the 77th minute sealed the 
win for the home side despite 
Adam Griffiths grabbing a sec- 
‘ond goal for the Dolphins in 
the 81st minute. Robert Issa 
made the final score 4-2 when 
he scored in the 86th minute as 
the Lions walked away with a 
much needed three points. 


Fraser Park 2 
AC United 1 
Fraser Park bounced back 
from last week’s defeat with 
a hard"fought but command- 
ing victory over the 
improved AC United side. 
With several player 
changes resulting from pre- 
vious weeks results and the 
availability of Premier 
League and NSL players the 
Jets now hope to build a for- 
midable combination, such 
as the one on display tonight. 


Steve Karavatakis: Dulwich Hill’s striker bagged a 
hat-trick over the weekend. 


VALENTINE SPORTS PARK 
235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 2768 @ Phone (02) 9629 1800 


ROUND 5 


MINOTAURS EDGE-OUT 


LOWLY WANDERER 


” 


Hurst 


By James Foggo 


lhe Hurstville City 
Minotaurs have 
defeated the 4 


Hajduk Wanderers 2- 
1 in a game that 
could have gone 


either way. 
In the first half, 
both teams were 


able to attack one 
another and it seemed 


le City 
uk Wanderers 


when Nick Bolianitis made a dart- 
ing run down the left side and he 
followed with a cross that eventu- 
ally found Nick Knithakis who 
was good enough hit the 
ball past keeper 
Luke Martin in the 
34th minute to 
take his team to a 
1-0 lead. 
The goal made 
the Minotaur’s 
confidence sky 


471 
\) 


excellent scrambling defence. 

The Wanderers 3oon turned 
defence into attack when an 
unmarked John Costello found 
himself with the ball in the middle 
of the field with open space. 

He skillfully manouvered his 
way towards his target and 
guided the ball past the 
helpless keeper 
Stacy Alogdellis 
who was rightful- 
ly furious with 
his defenders. 
The goal in the 
lst minute locked 
the scores back up to 


cards that were given out in the 
final half. 

The Minotaurs finally managed 
to put together a lovely cross 
thanks to Knithakis that found the 
awaiting head of Evangelos 
Petratos who was sitting on the 
far post and was good 
enough to put in the 
winning goal in the 
83rd minute. 


>] be a tough 
encounter for 
both teams with 
the damp weather 


AC United went ahead 
against the run of play on 
eight minutes however the 
Jets bounced back right on 
half time and then put the 
result beyond doubt ten min- 
utes from the end of the 
match with a fine strike from 
dangerous striker Haken 
Sevgin. 


Dulwich Hill 3 
Rockdale City 2 
A depleted Dulwich Hill 
overcame a talented 
Rockdale City outfit that was 
the only remaining undefeat- 
ed team in the competition. 
Striker Steve Karavatakis 
was the hero for Dulwich 
Hill scoring three goals in a 
game Rockdale City let slip 
away. 

Tt was a case of the Suns 
not putting their chances 


high and they pres- 
sured Hajduk with good ball con- 
trol in their opposition’s half but 
were unable to get away any 


that we were in for an exciting 
match, 
Hurstville were first to score 


pressing 
Plea ote shots thanks 
a a to some 

ashed 0 


away while Dulwich Hill 
held on and in the end took 
full points. 

For the Suns Leo Carle 
scored his fourth goai in as 
many matches with the other 


scorer being Eddie Wong 
with an own goal. 

A boisterous crowd was 
‘on hand but the travelling 
‘Suns fans were to leave frus- 
trated and disappointed. 


@ FIXTURES ©@ 
Round 7 


1-1 at the break. 
The second half saw both 

teams grudging it out, with little 

Opportunity to test the keeper's at 

either end. 

Frustration was setting in and it 

was shown in the eight yellow 


However, Hurstville shewed 
again that they are able to finish 
games with goals and conse- 
quently took the points. 


WWW.SOCCernsw.Com.aul 


Saturday 28th April 
Fraser Park Jets v Stanmore Hawks 
Fraser Park - 5.00pm 
Fairfield Bulls vy AC United 
Nineveh Field - 7.00pm 
Sunday 29th April 
Bankstown City Lions v Hadjuk Wanderers 
Jensen Park - 6.00pm 
Dulwich Hill v Manly Warringah Dolphins 


_ROUND) G 


Arlington Oval 3.00pm. 
Rockdale City Suns v Macarthur Rams 


Rockdale Ilinden Sports Ground 3.00pm 
MSC Liverpool v Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Hammondville Oval 3.00pm 


i Dulwich Hill 
Manly Warringah 


WINTER SUPER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


(AFTER Rounp 5) 


information see: www.soccernsw.com.au 


PW 0) 2 A fts 
Sa A 0 = 8 335-9 12 
55] 0: 2 210.9 9 
5. 3 0 2. 8 8-9 
SO 
B21 22 7 67 
BR 2 = 0 2 7 G6 
2 0s 2 5 ee 
5252-0 5 9°10 6— 
ei 2 l= 6 to 5 
Ai {2 10-410 
55 el 50 6. Be 4 
5 l= = 5 5 9 a 
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news on our website: 


Catch up with all the latest news on the . 
NSW Super League and other NSW Soccer _ oficial coining 


~_supirto NSWSF 


WWW.SOCCerMmsw.com.all 
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“E> 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


CHAMPIONS 
‘LEAGUE, 


© Quarterfinals Second Leg © 


‘alencia reached the 
| semi-finals of the 
Champions League for 


the second successive season as 
John Carew headed the only 
goal against Arsenal to clinch a 
2-2 aggregate draw and an 
away goals win. 

Carew proved a menace to the 


ayern Munich gained 
B=: revenge for the 

most traumatic defeat 
in their history when they beat 
Manchester United 2-1 for a 
place in the last four of the 
Champions League. 

Bayern, who conceded two 
goals in injury time to lose 2-1 to 
the same opponents in the 1999 
Champions League final, scored 
first-half goals from Brazilian 
striker Elber and midfielder 
Mehmet Scholl for a 3-1 aggre- 
gate victory in their quarter-final 
tie. 

Elber gave Bayern a ffne start, 
hammering in from inside the 
box from a Michael Tarnat cross 
in the fifth minute. The home 
side’came close to scoring again 
four minutes later when a thun- 
derous shot from Carsten 
Jancker bounced off the bar. 

Bayern kept pushing and in 
the 13th minute, Elber tried his: 
luck with an overhead kick 
which Jaap Stam managed to 
block. 

A blunder by Mikael Silvestre 
put Jancker in an ideal position 
in the 17th minute but the tower- 
ing striker shot straight at United 
goalkeeper Fabien Barthez. 

Seconds afterwards Bayern 
survived a scare as goalkeeper 


Valencia striker, John Carew (right) celebrating his team’s 
victory after his 76th minute header sent-out Arsenal. 


Arsenal defence early on but the 
back line led by Tony Adams 
and Martin Keown appeared to 
have got the better of the power- 
ful Norwegian. 

As an increasingly confident 
Arsenal side appeared set to 
claim a place in the last four 
Carew struck, though, with a 


Oliver Kahn collapsed to the 
ground after a collision with 
Andy Cole and needed a few 
minutes to recover. 

The visitors were clearly 
shocked by the early goal and 
did look dangerous until the 26th 
minute with an effort from Cole 
which Scholl cleared off the line. 

But Bayern were clearly the 
more confident side and five 
minutes from halftime, Scholl 
made it 2-0 when he collected an 
astute pass by Elber to slot the 
ball home close to the left-hand 


stunning goal. 


Veteran French defender 
Jocelyn Angloma swung over a 
cross from the right and Carew jj 
stole in front of the visiting 
defence and glanced his header } 
to the right of David Seaman. _ ff 

‘Arsenal had a couple of half- 
chances from set pieces in the 
remaining quarter-hour but 
Valencia held on to clinch a 
semi-final tie against Leeds 
United, who came through 3-2 } 
‘on aggregate against Deportivo 
Coruna despite losing the second 
leg 2-0. 

Arsenal grew in confidence 
after the break, though, and sub- 
stitute Fredrik Ljunberg and 
Thierry Henry both forced last- 
gasp tackles with powerful runs j 
in from the flanks, 

And when Miroslav Djukic | 
and Angloma between them j 
brought him down on the edge of } 
the box the free-kick was wast- jf 
ed. - 
Angloma looked to be the 
weak link in the Valencia 
defence but his attacking skill 
eventually proved the difference 
between the two sides as his 
swinging cross set up Carew for } 
the only goal. 


post with Barthez powerless. 
Giggs almost added another } 


metres 10 minutes later but he 
was denied by a brilliant save 
from Kahn. 

Teddy Sheringham and Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer, who scored 
the added-time goals that gave 
Manchester United the European 
title two years ago, then both 
came to send a shiver of anxiety 
through the 60,000 home fans in jf 
the Olympic Stadium. 

But Bayern did not panic 
under sustained pressure in the 
closing stages and held on to 
their lead to dim, if not erase, the 
painful memories of the 
Barcelona final. 


Bayern Munich defender, Michael Tarat (left) hugs 
captain Stefan Effenberg at the end of their win over 
Manchester 


United. 
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a 3-2 aggregate win over 

| Deportivo Coruna after hang- 
ing on grimly in a 2-0 second 
leg defeat. 


Spanish champions Deportivo 


took the lead after just eight 
minutes when midfielder Victor 
was adjudged to have been 
| tripped in 
| Djalminha calmly slotted from 
the penalty spot. 


the area and 


Deportivo started the second 


|| half in aggressive fashion and 

} scored a second when Diego 
| Tristan stabbed home from short 
| range on 72 minutes, 


But David O'Leary's young 


side weathered a storm of 
Deportivo attacks and held out to 


Se | 
ter after Tristan extended the 


secure their place in the last four. 


Deportivo were given 


their penalty after a peri- 
od of intense pressure 
and Djalminha took his 
spot kick neatly. 


Donato then saw his 


cross-shot cleared off 
the line and Manuel 
Pablo's 20-metre drive 
took a deflection off 
Smith and swerved just 


wide of the top corner. 

Leeds defender Tan 
Harte saved his side on a 
number of occasions as 


he cleared Fran’s teasing 
crosses and warded off 
the aerial danger of 
Makaay and Pandiani. 


The English side suf- 


Galatasaray midfielder, Hazan So (at att to op 
Real Madrid's mercurial striker, 


rampant Real Madrid 

beat Galatasaray 3-0 

with two goals from 

Raul and a towering Ivan 
|| Helguera header to complete a 
5-3 aggregate win and take a 


confident stride into the 


FIRST LEGS: 


Tuesday, May 1 
Real Madrid v Bayern Munich 


Wednesday, May 2 
Leeds United v Valencia 


Champions semi- 
finals. 

A second-half lapse in the 
first leg in Istanbul had left the 
defending European champions 
with a 3-2 deficit and what 
looked like a tricky task against 


League 


San Siro, 


Deportivo lead but continued to 
battle for every ball until the 
final whistle sealed a famous 
aggregate victory. 


Leeds striker, Lee Bowyer falle 
fered a nervous last quar- after being tackied by La Coruna 


the talented Turks. 

But with the backing of a 
74,000 Bernabeu crowd cheer- 
ing them on, Vicente del 
Bosque’s side soon reasserted 
their authority. 

Raul scored with two effort- 
less first touches after 15 and 36 
minutes either side of Helguera’s 
header and Real had the tie all 
but sewn up. 

Raul is now the top marksman 
in the competition this season 
with seven goals and he has 
scored an all-time total of 28 
goals in the Champions League 
— more than any other player. — jf 

The second half featured a 
brief spell of Galatasaray pres- 
sure at the start and finish but the 
UEFA Cup holders did not come 
close until the 80th minute when 
Jardel was just over with a close- 
range header. 

The game threatened to turn 
nasty with 20 minutes to go as 
Okan Buruk werlt down clutch- 
ing his head close to the Ultras 
Sur end of the ground. 

Real eased up after the break 
but Figo came close to adding a 
fourth when he was set clear by 
Raul and shot just wide. 

Roberto Carlos and Helguera 
also went close. 


SECOND LEGS: 
Tuesday, May 8 


Valencia V Leeds United 


Wednesday, May 9 
Bayern Munich v Real Madrid 


Final: 
Milan, Wednesday, May 23 


Man utd top job 


er Peter Schmeichel says he would 

like to become the club’s manager — 

but only after Alex Ferguson’s magic has 
worn off. 

“T would like to have that job,” said the 37- 

year-old Danish international, who will make 

his 129th and final appearance for his country 


Fe Manchester United goalkeep- 


ers if it is to compete better in 
Champions League next season. 


; The. Frenchman was outstanding last 
10 sete by Valencia in 


_ in the 1999 Champions League final. 


Planned Sale oj 
Fiorentina denied 


jiorentina president Vittorio Cecchi “Gori has 
said someone was trying to destabilise the Serie 
A club by alleging it was about to be sold. 
Cecchi Gori was speaking a day after U.S. investment 
bank Morgan Stanley 
denied Tatian media CL) 
TO LIFT 


reports that if was spear- 
heading a consortium 

aiming to buy the MAA tg 

Florence club for around J art : 

as Real id are 6-4 

2 Madi 4 

sion lire ($113.9 favourites. for the 

European Cup after last 

week's quarter-final 

Champions Laat sec- | 


ina friendly against Slovenia next week. 

“T would like to go into management at a 
later stage in my life and obviously I have 
always set myself targets. 

“That is the biggest job in football so that 
is the one I am going to go after.” 

Currently with Sporting Lisbon in 
Portugal, Schmeichel spent nine years at 
Manchester United, playing his final match in 
the sensational 2-1 win over Bayern Munich 


"ye known for 
some time that there is a 
plan afoot to destablise 
Fiorentina,” Cecchi Gori 
said in a statement post- 
ed on the club's official 
website. 

“We have also known 
that there is a well- 
known lawyer working 
against the club’s interests,” he added, without giving fur- 
ther detail “Both the squad and the club have the right 


Ferguson, United’s current manager, is due 
to step down after next season but 
Schmeichel says he wouldn't want to be con- 
sidered for the post at that stage. 

“J wouldn’t like to be anywhere near that 
job for the first 10 or 15 years,” Schmeichel 
told BBC radio. “It ta ve ery special 
character to manage } Manchester United and 
to follow Sir Alex Ferguson takes an even 
more special character. 

“Bric Cantona could be that character but 1 
am not sure if he wants it.” 


13-5 Bayem Munich 
{1-4 Valencia 
9.2 Leeds 


Ia Repubblica reported on Tuesday that 
Morgan Stanley had opened negotiations with Cecchi 
Gori on April 4 and wa ortium including 
several Italian companies interested in buying the club, 


Peter Schmeichel: Indicates his interest to coach former 
club, Manchester United. 


Barcelona dismiss talks 
of Rivaldo’s cae 


arcelona coach Llorenc Serra 
Ferrer has hit out at the 
“absurd” speculation linking 
Rivaldo with a move away from the 
Nou Camp. 

Club president Joan Gaspart and the 

Brazilian player himself have both con- 
sistently stated that there is no truth to 
the rumours and Serra Ferrer is clearly 
getting upset at the continuing talk of a 
move. 
“The president has said he’s not leav- 
ing and the player has said he’s not 
going,” Serra Ferrer told reporters.”I 
think it’s absurd to keep on talking 
about the matter.” 

Rivaldo was strongly linked with a 
move to Italy last year but he eventual- 
ly decided to sign a new improved con- 
tract keeping him at the Nou Camp. 


Rivaldo: Rumour surrounds his 
future stay at Barcelona. 


BRAZIL IN 


Speculation flared up again this 
week with reported comments from the 
agent. of Pep Guardiola claiming the 
possibility of a transfer would be raised 


= VV by an English club later this week. 
Gaspart conceded that he could be 
having talks with several English clubs 
razil’s beleaguered Paulo which belongs to a dubious business deals and when Barcelona took on Liverpool in FIGO SUFFERS 
national team, _close friend. corruption in the country’s ene Cup eo sodkgaa BROKEN NOSE 
which has reached Leao, whose team suf- _ national sport. ield last week. a . 
} ne of the lowest ebbs in fered a stunning 1-0 World Brazilian journalists who | But he insisted that his. stab players re aia eee ae 
its history, has run into Cup qualifying defeat to have visited both sites says | are not about to be sol lier ‘aut! Real said the tae 
tore controversy, this Ecuador last month, the one chosen by Leao “Rivaldo will not i fering a broken nose in revealed Figo had broken 
time over the choice of defended the decision, say- pales compared with the | Barcelona,” Gaspart said. ~ the Champions League — two bones, but not the nasal 
accommodation for this ing: one owned by the Brazilian “Patrick Kluivert and Luis Enrique game against Galatasary, septum, and that he would 
week's World Cup quali “I’s_an excellent loca- Football Confederation } are also staying, along with the home- the Spanish First Division have an operation on Friday 
fier at home to Peru. tion. It would be absurd to (CBF), grown players. club said last week. under a local anaesthetic to 


Coach Emerson Leao 


not use it simply because it 


In particular, the CBF’s | ~ We're also looking at bringing in The Portuguese forward relieve the problem. 


has raised eyebrows by belongs to a friend.” camp boasts one of the | new players for next season, had tests at a Madrid clinic He was doubtful for 
L tuming his back on the  Buteeritics have branded world’s most sophisticated | «We may take advantage of the trip ltetachallenge from Emre Sunday's Teague | sane 
national federation’s state- the choice as inappropriate gyms while the farm chosen | |, Liverpool to talk to an English club Belozoglu in the second against Real Zaragoza but 
of-the-art training camp atatime whenthe Brazilian by Leao does not have one | 114 it won't be about Rival ae half of the quarter-final sec- the club said he had not yet 
near Rio de Janeiro for a Congress is alleging sus- atall. ond leg left him bleeding been ruled out. 
hotel-farm outside Sao pected mismanagement, heavily from his nose. Luis Figo 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 24, 2001 19 


eam that included Zoff, Gentile, 
Rossi, Bettega, Scirea, Boniek and 
by Giovanni ‘Trapattoni, finished 


itus had so many stars. However, 


le 

that was yesteryear. 

‘Today's Roma, which includes the likes of Batistuta, 
Tommasi, Totti, Delvecchio, Montella, Candela et al and 
coached by the master of Serie A titles, Fabio Capello, 
should really take the title, 

‘They have had a superb season and deserve it but often 
they are their own worst enemies, This plays right into 
the. hand of Juventus who have won many titles ona 


title? Well here is a sa he gave last week that ariswers 
that question: “we are ready for the sprint home)". 
Roma beware - Juventus are coming home and 1986 
should neyer be forgotten. That year the title was all but 
in Roma’s bag, but a home loss to Lecce 3~ }-2 on the final 
day, saw them pipped at the post. By who? Juventus. 
‘That day Juve also had a French maestro playing - it 
was to be hi Jast club game 


isa he comping Juventus, a French genius and 
Roma, the IMs tres at the last minute! 
oo00 


O;' the subject of Roma being theit own worst enemy 
Ui is interesting to see that their president, Franco 
Sensi, is suing the editor of Italy's leading daily paper 
‘entirely. dedicated {0 sport, the pink broadsheet “La 
Gazzetta dello Sport”. 

The editor is a rather elderly man named Candido 
Cannayo’ whom I had the pleasure of meeting in Sydney 
during last year’s Olympics. 

Sensi claims that there is a campaign by certain media 
outlets, based in the north of Italy (La Gazzetta is based 
in Milan), who are hell-bent on making life shfficlt for 
himself and bis club. 

He has called it “a wind from the north” and he cites 
incidents such as the ‘false passport scandal’ and moving 
the recent Fiorentina y Roma clash to.a Monday for fear 
of crowd violence in Florence, as attempts to place obsta- 

cles in Roma's path. 

One really does ‘have to wonder whether Sensi has fost 
his marbles. The ‘false passport scandal’ is affecting half 
of Europe and moving a game to a Monday to avoid 
crowd trouble makes gréat sense, 

‘This is exactly what Cahnavo’ points out in his edito- 
rial in his paper and he invites Sensi to be more rational, 
However, Sensi thinks it is some northern plot to get him. 
‘This is all the more ludicrous given Cannavo's back- 
ground - he is Sicilian! 

(@lalala) 


ianfranco Zola and Benny Carbone are set to return 
Ft} Italy next ee - Zola has already told Chelsea offi- 


-an education in Italy. 

His former club Napoli chased him hard last year but 
it seems that Serie B outfit Piacenza, who look like being 
promoted to the Seric A again next year, is’ where he 
Might end-up. 

‘As for Carbone, he has refused a transfer from 
Bradford to festa and two of his former clubs, 
Reggina and Torino, look likely to fight it out to see who 
eventually kes. Ay ‘back again. 


TALIAN §S 


BOLOGNA 4 
BARI 2 


triker Giuseppe Signori 

scored twice as he led 
Bologna to their fourth con- 
secutive home victory. 
Midfielder Tomas Locatelli 
and Argentine Julio Cruz 
rounded out the scoring for 
the home side. 

Bari lost their 18th match 
of the season and remain bot- 
tom of the table while 
Bologna climb to eighth. 


MILAN 4 * 
FIORENTINA 2 


taly international Christian 

Vieri scored twice to lift 
his league total to 14 goals as 
Inter Milan won their 11th 
match of the season. 
Frenchman Stephane Dalmat 
scored his first goal for Inter 
with a brilliant long range 
shot and forward Hakan 
Sukur added another as the 
home side stormed to a 4-0 
lead. 

Fiorentina. got on track 
with goals from Mauro 
Bressan and with Enrico 
Chiesa’s 17th of the season 
midway through the second 
half but could not overcome: 
the early defict. This was 
Fiorentina’s first loss under 
recently-appointed manager 
Roberto Mancini. 


LAZIO 2 
VICENZA 1 


tgentines Diego 
Simeone and Hernan 
Crespo each scored to put 
Lazio 2-0 ahead before 
Brazilian Jeda cut the deficit 
for Vicenza in the 89th 


ERIE A 


Brescia’s veteran striker, Roberto Baggio{right) is tackled by Napoli defender 


minute. 
Crespo is now tied with 
AC Milan's — Andriy 


Shevchenko for the league’s 
leading scorer this season 
with 19 goals. With the loss, 
Vicenza are fourth from bot- 
tom, level with Napoli on 28 
points. 


LECCE 3 
AC MILAN 3 


eorgian Kakha Kaladze 
rescued AC Milan with 


Inter Milan striker, Christian Vieri (right) gains the 
upperhand over Fiorentina defender, Tomas. 
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Salvatore Fresi. 


his second goal of the season 
in injury time, giving Cesare 
Maldini’s side their 11th 
draw of the season. Lecce 
had taken the lead on a 
Cristiano Lucarelli penalty in 
the 35th minute but two: 
quick goals in five minutes 
from Oliver Bierhoff and 
Andriy Shevchenko restored 
the lead for the visitors. 

Davor Vugrinec’s brilliant 
shot 40 seconds into the sec- 
ond half brought Lecce level 
before an unmarked Alberto 
Savino headed the home side 
into the lead in the 67th 
minute to set up Kaladze’s 
last minute effort. 


NAPOLI 1 
BRESCIA 1 


Ves Roberto Baggio 
scored on a magnificent- 
ly-placed free kick deep into 
injury time, —_ securing 
Brescia’s 11th draw of the 
season. 

Napoli had taken the lead 
two minutes after the break 
ona Nicola Amoruso penalty 
but squandered several 
Opportunities to close out the 
match. 


PARMA 0 
JUVENTUS 0 


uventus drew their eighth 

match of the season, drop- 
ping them to six points 
behind league leaders AS 
Roma. 

Anentertaining match saw 
both sides attack from the 
start, with Juve coming close 
several times to breaking the 
deadlock. 


PERUGIA 2 
ATALANTA 2 


eldom used South Korean 

Jung Hwahn Ahn drilled 
home his first Serie A goal 
well into injury time as 
Perugia came from behind 
against Atalanta. 

The visitors took the lead 
on a Nicola Ventola header 
after 25 minutes before 
Giovanni Tedesco brought 


6. AC Milan 
7. Inter Milan 
8. Bologna 
9. Fiorentina 
10. Perugia 
11. Udinese 
12. Lecce 

13. Brescia 
14. Vicenza 
15, Napoli 
16. Verona 
17; Reggina 
18. Bari 


the home side level with his 
sixth goal of the season. 

Cristiano Doni put 
Atalanta back on top with a 
penalty strike in the 70th 
minute before Ahn fired 
home his game-tying hero- 
ics. 


UDINESE 1 


AS ROMA 3 
Sm A leaders AS Roma 

won their league high 
19th match of the season, 
Goals from Vincenzo 
Montella, Damiano Tommasi 
and Hidetoshi Nakata 
ensured victory. 

Udinese lost for the sev- 
enth time in 14 matches at 
home and have yet to draw a 
league match at the Friuli 
Stadium this season. 


VERONA 0 


REGGINA 3 
R= won their second 
way match of the sea- 
son and first ever at Verona, 
keeping alive their hopes of 
staying in Italy's top flight. 
Davide Dionigi put the visi- 
tors in the lead after 19 min- 
utes and Franceso Cozza 
loubled the score three min- 
utes before halftime. 

Verona were reduced to 
nine men after Brazilian 
Adailton and defender Luigi 
Apolloni were sent off in the 
second half, In injury time, 
Portuguese forward Jose’ 
Mamede scored his first goal 
in Serie A to round out the 
scoring. 


Arsenal 
Aston Villa 
Bradford City 
Chelsea 
Ipswich Town 

Leicester City 

Manchester United 
Sunderland 
West Ham United 
Liverpool 


2, Arsenal 

3. Ipswich Town 

4, Leeds United 

5, Liverpool 

6. Chelsea 

7, Aston Villa 

8, Sunderland 

9. Charlton Athletic 
10, Tottenham Hotspur 
11. Southampton 

12. Leicester City 

13, Newcastle United 
14, West Ham United 
15. Middlesbrough 
16. Everton 

17. Derby County 

18. Coventry City 

19, Manchester City 
20, Bradford City 


Everton 
Southampton 
Derby County 
Charlton Athletic 
Coventry City 
Middlesbrough 
Manchester City 
Newcastle United 
Leeds United 
Tottenham 


1. Manchester Utd (champions) 


SUNDERLAND 1 
NEWCASTLE 1 


Ihe points and local pride were 

shared at the Stadium of Light in 
a hard-fought north-east derby. 

Frenchman Patrice Carteron gal- 
loped 80 metres to collect a perfect 
Don Hutchison pass and put 
Sunderland ahead after 66 minutes, 

But Newcastle equalised 10 min- 
utes later when Andy O'Brien 
latched on to a Carl Cort knock- 
down to score from close range. 

Sunderland stay eighth, behind 
Aston Villa on goal difference, while 
Newcastle stay 13th. 


ASTON VILLA 0 
SOUTHAMPTON 0 


‘ames Beattie had a header disal- 

lowed for Southampton in the 
‘35th minute in a rare piece of goal- 
mouth action. 

The point ends Southampton’s 
run of defeats but also dents Villa’s 
European hopes. 


BRADFORD CITY 2 
DERBY COUNTY 0 


tadford could have gone down 

jon Saturday but instead pro- 
duced one of their best performances 
of the season. 

Ashley Ward put them ahead 
from close range after a smart build- 
up in the 16th minute and the hosts 
continued 10 produce all the good 
football. 

Bradford keeper Gary Walsh pro- 
duced an incredible double save to 
keep the lead intact and Derby’s 
comeback hopes disappeared when 


Seth Johnson was sent off for a terri- 
ble challenge on Stuart McCall in 
the 58th minute. 

Ward touched in an Eoin Jess shot 
to complete the well-deserved victo- 
ry in the last minute. 


CHELSEA 0 
CHARLTON ATHLETIC 1 


lhelsea’s charge up the table 
came to an unexpected halt after 
Shaun Bartlett tapped in the only 
goal 10 minutes before the break 
after Carlo Cudicini failed to hold 
Claus Jensen's long shot. 
Chelsea were poor and can have 
no complaints about Charlton's 
league double over them. 


IPSWICH TOWN 2 
COVENTRY CITY 0 


pswich guaranteed themselves at 

least a UEFA Cup place and 
Stayed on course for the Champions 
League with another well-earned 
win, 

Martijn Reuser shot them ahead 
after 20 minutes and they controlled 
the first half. 

Coventry fought back after the 
break and Craig Bellamy missed a 
great chance but they paid an imme- 
diate price as Jermaine Wright fired 
in a deflected long range shot to 
secure the win and leave Coventry 
looking almost certain to go down. 


LEICESTER CITY 0 
MIDDLESBROUGH 3 


amilion Ricard put 
Middlesbrough ahead after 12 
minutes as Terry Venables’s team 
reacted to criticism over their work- 


rate with a spirit- 
ed display. 

The game was settled in three 
minutes early in the second half 
when Alen Boksic chipped in an 
exquisite second and Paul Ince blast- 
ed home the third. 

The result meant Leicester 
equalled a club record seven succes- 
sive league defeats — all coming 
since they wére knocked out of the 


Arsenal striker, Sylvain Wiltord tackles (1 


FA Cup by second division 
Wycombe. s 


MAN UNITED 1 
MAN CITY 1 


late Steve Howey equaliser 
enabled City to end a run of 
seven consecutive derby defeats but 
the point gained is unlikely to keep 


Olivier Dacourt (left) watches his Leeds teammate, Robbie 


Keane sommersaulting to 
West 


celebrate his goal against 
Ham. i 


(right) Everton midfielder, Idan Tal during their clash at Highbury. 
~ 


Lanne 


them up. 

After City missed two good early 
chances, United took charge. Paul 
Scholes struck a penalty wide after 
an hour before new Footballer of the 
Year Teddy Sheringham was more 
accurate from the spot 10 minutes 
later following Richard Dunne's trip 
on Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. 

Howey touched in the equaliser 
from close range following a corner 
six minutes from the end but time is 
running out for City. 


WEST HAM 0 
LEEDS UTD 2 


eeds’s season just gets better as 

the team followed their 
Champions League success against 
Deportivo with a win that keeps 
them third in the table. 

Tan Harte headgd down a Harry 
Kewell cross and Robbie Keane 
pounced to lash the ball in after eight 
minutes and Rio Ferdinand headed 
the second two minutes into the sec 
ond half. 

David Batty was then sent off for 
elbowing Joe Cole in the face and 
Nigéf Martyn had to produce three 
good saves to keep West Ham out. 


ARSENAL 4 
EVERTON 1 


econd-placed Arsenal got back to 

winning ways in emphatic style 
and left Everton still not sure of safe- 
ty. 

Freddie Ljungberg put Arsenal 
deservedly ahead after 21 minutes 
and although former Highbury strik- 
er Kevin Campbell equalised three 
minutes later the hosts were always 
in command. 

It was a French fanfare after the 


le Sei 


break as Gilles Grimandi headed in 
from a corner in the 55th minute, 
Sylvain Wiltord whipped in the third 
in the 67th and Thierry Henry added 
the finishing touch with the fourth. 

Everton's bad day was completed 
when Abel Xavier was sent off 10 
minutes from time. 


LIVERPOOL 3 
TOTTENHAM 1 


ary Mcallister was 

Liverpool's penalty spot sav- 
iour for the second time in four 
days on Sunday when he scored in 
the 73rd minute to help his side to 
a 3-1 home win over Tottenham 
Hotspur. 

Emile Heskey put Liverpool 
ahead after seven minutes but 
Dutchman~ Willem Korsten 
equalised on the break 14 minutes 
later, 

Liverpool struggled to impose 
themselves in the second half but 
were saved when Alton Thelwell 
handled a Robbie Fowler shot in 
the box. 

McAllister, whose penalty last 
Thursday beat Barcelona and put 
Liverpool into the UEFA Cup 
final, again stepped up and this 
time fired it low into the corner, 

They still had to endure some 
nervous moments until Robbie 
Fowler headed in a Markus 
Babbel cross two minutes from 
time. - 

Liverpool move above Chelsea 
into fifth place on 56 points, six 
points adrift of third-placed 
Ipswich Town but with two games 
in hand. 
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United States 659 
Sweden: 645 


South Airica 630° 
627 

‘627 

627 

620 


29 Saudi Arabia 
=30 Ireland Republic 611 


“Israel 

Bulgaria $70 
Jamaica 667 
/ Greece. 564 
“Cote d Ivoire” 561 
Hungary 559 
Honduras 557 
Pet) bbd 
Ecuador $53 
Costa Rica 552 
“Angola 549 
548 
ria 545 
Switzerland 940 
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inland 


Ghana 
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Russia 642° 
Denmark 641. 


Senegal » 
Qatar 

| Cuba 
Togo 
rag 
Namibia 
Lithuania 
Belarus 
E| Salvador 
Haiti 
Gabon 
Congo 
Armenia 
Catvie 
New Zealand 


424 


422 
417 


Uganda _ 
107 Barbados 


110 Lebanon 
411. Libya 

=112 Mozambique 
=112 Venezuela 
414 Azerbaijan — 
115° Faroe Islands 
116 Bahrain 

117 Madagascar 
118 Malawi 

119° Mauritius 
120 Sudan 

121. India 
=122Malta 
=122Hong Konig 
124 Kazakhstan 
125. Panama 
126 St VincenvGr 
127 Lesotho 
=128 Burundi 
=128Swaziland 


180: Myanmar 
431 Turkmenistan 


164 Dominica 

165. Bermuda 

156 Gambia 
=157Dominican Rep 
=157Cape Verde Is, 

159 Eritrea 

160. Cayman Islands 191 


~ 161 Yemen 190 


162) Kyrgyzstan 188 
163. Bnitish Virgin Is. 186 


164 


467 Chad 


168. Surinam: 


169 Laos 


470. Nepal 


176 Netherlands 


Antilles 


176 Central” 


“ Alrican Rep, 127 


| 177 Guinea-Bissau - 123 


=178 Tonga 121 
=178Guyana 21 
180 Bahamas 115 
=181Philippines 114 
=181Sao Tome © 
Principe 414 
=181 Macao 114 
184 Niger 404 
185 Ariba 99 
186: Belize 92 
187 Equatorial Guinea 90 
188 Seychelles — 
4189 Mongolia 
190. Djibouti 


491 Pakistan 


192 Nicaragua 
193 Anguilla — 


Kluivert mistake 


takes Liverpool 
through to final 


*Liverpool!l win 


iverpool have reached 
their first European 
final for 16 years with 
a Gary McAllister penalty 
giving them a 1-0 win over 
Barcelona — the only goal 
over the two legs of their 
UEFA Cup semi-final ti 

It will be their ninth 
European final but their first 
since they lost the 1985 
European Cup final to 
Juventus on the night of the 
Heyse] Stadium disaster in 
Brussels. 

‘A. handball’ by. Patrick 
Kluivert just before half-time 
last week was the defining 
moment in a pulsating match, 
settled by — McAllister’s 
assured penalty. 

Kluivert lifted his hand 
high above his head to deflect 
Mcalllister’s corer away 
from the wafting Sami 
Hyypia. 

McAllister then confidently 
placed the spot-kick high into 
the net after keeper Jose 
Manuel Reina dived the wrong 
way. McAllister said after- 
wards: “I fancied I'd score. 
The goalkeeper looked. but 
unfortunately he dived the 
wrong way. 

“It was a big team perfor- 
mance rather than one of indi- 


*Alaves win 
9-2 aggregate 


nheralded Alaves have 
taken their great 
UEFA Cup adventure 


all the way to the May 16 final 
after their astonishing 9-2 
aggregate win over 
Kaiserslautern in the semi- 
final. 

Remarkably, Alaves were 
playing fourth division football 
as recently as 1990 but another 
typically whole-hearted display 
resultedina4-1 win in Germany 
last week. 

“We're a humble team,” 
explained Romanian fullback 
Contra after the 5-1 first leg vic- 
tory. “We work hard and press 
and we make it difficult for the 
opposition to play their game. 
We're a tough team to play 
against.” 

‘Two goals from substitute 
Jurica Vucko and one each from 
Ivan Alonso and substitute Raul 
Ganan helped Alaves complete 
the demolition of the 1998 
German champions. 

‘The modest Spanish side will 


1-0 aggregate 


viduals. They have rubbished 
us a bit and showed us a lack 
of respect. But they are out 
and we are through.” 

Barcelona took the game to 
Liverpool but strikes from 
Kluivert and Luis Enrique nar- 
rowly missed the target, while 
Rivaldo’s early shot from dis- 
tance brought a flying save 
from Sander Westerveld. 

But a minute before the 
interval Barcelona literally 
handed Liverpool the advan- 
tage with the penalty and 
McAllister; who scored the 
winner in Monday's 
Merseyside derby. with a last 
minute free-kick, kept his cool 
to fire the winner, 

Just two minutes into the 
second half, Kluivert wasted a 
‘great chance to equalise when 
put through by Rivaldo’s loft- 
ed pass. 

He chose to shoot and 
dragged his effort wide of the 
far post when a square pass to 
Luis Enrique appeared the bet- 
ter option. 

Barcelona kept Liverpool 
penned in their own half for 
the final quarter of the match 
but could not fashion a clear 
‘cut opportunity — much to the 
frustration of their departing 
skipper Pep Guardiola, who 


Liverpool midfielder, Jamie Carragher (left) and 


Goalscorer Gary MacAllister celebrate their win, _ 


berated several team-mates as 
the match slipped away. 

‘The result means Liverpool 
have now reached three cup 
finals this season. They have 
already won the English 
League Cup final with a penal- 
ty shoot-out victory over 
Birmingham and play Arsenal 
in the FA Cup final on May 
M2 


Liverpool vs 
Alaves 
@ MAY 16 
VENUE: 
Dortmund, 
Germany 


as 


Alaves striker Jurica Vucko scores his side’s third goal as he shoots past 
Kaiserslautern goalkeeper, George Koch. 


play Liverpool in the final on 
May 16 in Dortmund, 

French midfielder Youri 
Djorkaeff gave Kaiserslautern 
the start they needed by opening 
the scoring with a fierce drive 
from just inside the box after 
seven minutes. 

Bit the visitors, in a comfort- 


able position following their 
epic 5-1 win in the first leg, 
effectively killed the tie when 
‘Alonso equalised with a power- 
ful angled header in the 23rd 
minute. 

Kaiserslautern crumbled after 
that and suffered another blow 
when defender and captain 


Harry ‘Koch had to be substitut- 
ed with an injury before the 
break. 

Vucko added another from a 
counter-attack in the 86th 
minute before Ganan empha- 
sised the gulf in class between 
the two sides with the final goal 
two minutes from time, 


LOWLY AMIENS 
IN CUP FINAL 


Strasbourg goalkeeper, Jose Chilavert 

(left) celebrates with captain Corentin 

Martins at the end of the game against 

Nantes, 
ird Dir Amiens became the second 
amateur side in two years to reach the 
French Cup final when they won a penalty shoot- 
out to beat first division Troyes in the semifi- 
nals,They emulated fourth division Calais, who 
reached the final last year when they were beat- 
en by Nantes, and Nimes, who got through to the 
final in 1996, 

‘Amiens and Troyes were deadlocked at 0-0 after 
extra-time in a tense match but Amiens won the 
shoot-out 4-2 to reach the final for the first time in 
their history, 

Troyes defender David Ahmed and striker 
Sladjan Djukic both had their kicks stopped by goal- 
keeper Julien Lachuer, while all four Amiens kicks 
went in. 

Amiens, who played a French Cup semifinal in 
1930, will face Strasbourg in the final at the Stade 
de France on May 26. 

Strasbourg, who were demoted to second divi- 
sion last week, restored some pride when they 
thrashed holders Nantes 4-1 on Friday. 

“T want to pay tribute to all my players, who get 


-} along together and hung on until the final whistle,” 


said Amiens coach Denis Troche. 

“We suffered a lot during the second half and dur- 
ing extra-time but I think we deserved this hard- 
eamed qualification.” 

Amiens, who have conceded only two goals in 
seven games since the competition started, went 
into the semifinal with confidence in front of 12,000 
cheering fans. 

The home side proved consistent in defence, 
especially after the break when Lachuer made dra- 
matic saves from Samuel Boutal and Jerome Rothen 
in the 7th and 102nd minutes respectively, 

Troyes substitute Mamadou Niang had a goal 
denied for handball in the 68th minute. 

During extra-time both sides looked too exhaust- 
ed to score and Troyes were forced into a fatal 
penalty shoot-out. 

“It's really disappointing,” Troyes goalkeeper 
Tony Heurtebise said. “But it proved the French 
Cup is not the domain of the first division any- 
more.” 


DORTMUND JOINS 
BAYERN, SCHALKE 


orussia Dortmund joined Schalke on 52 points by 

thrashing bottom club VEL Bochum 5-0.After Bayern’s 
win over Eintrascht Frankfurt later in the weekend,the 
1997 European champions are now third on goal difference. 

Bayern Munich however revived their campaign for a third 
straight German title by winning 2-0 at Eintracht Frankfurt on 
Saturday. 

A first-half goal from Mehmet Scholl and a late effort from 
Michael! Tamat enabled the Munich side to move back t0 the 
top for at least a few hours. Bayern, buoyed after beating 
Manchester United 2-1 on Wednesday for a 3-1 aggregate win 
and a place in the Champions League semifinals, went ahead 
when Germany midfielder Scholl collected a superb pass from 
French wingback Bixente Lizarazu to score from the comer of 
the box in the 22nd minute. 

Substitute Tarat sealed victory by heading home from a 
perfect cross by Hasan Salihamidzic in the dying moments to 
help Bayern move one point ahead of Schalke 04. 

‘The Gelsenkirchen club, who beat Bayern 3-1 in a top-of- 
the-table clash last weekend, play Hertha Berlin later on 
Saturday. 

“We needed time to find our way into the game but 
Mehmet's goal made things lot easier,” said Bayem coach 


m dl eRe 
Leverkusen striker, Ze Roberto (right) con- 
tests with Hamburg defender, Heinz. 


Ottmar Hitafeld. 

“The game was quite tense in the second half but I'm very 
pleased with the way we defended,” he added 

Bayer Leverkusen also remained in contention forthe ttle 
in what promises to be a very tight race despite managing only 
1-1 draw at home against Hamburg SV. 

With four games remaining, coach Berti Vogts’s men, chas- 
ing their first Bundesliga trophy, were in fourth position three 
points behind the leaders. 

Danish midfielder Stig Tofting opened the scoring for the 
visitors from a free-kick in the 4st minute but former Germany 
striker Ulf Kirsten exploited a blunder by Hamburg goalkeeper 
Hans-Joerg Butt to equalise just before the break. 

‘The home side were reduced to 10 men after American mid- 
fielder Frankie Hedjuk was sent off for a second bookable 
offence two minutes from time, 

“can't really make any reproach to the players as they 
fought really well,” said Vogts. 

“But we were too nervous, We seem to play better away.” 

The atmosphere had been tense between Vogts and his team 
in the build-up to the game. 

The former Germany coach said on Thursday he had offered 
to step down but the players had asked him to stay 


MADRID WIDEN GAP 
AT THE TOP 


eal Madrid stayed on course for the Spanish league title 
‘by stretching their lead to 11 points after snatching a 3-2 
victory in a pulsating match at Real Zaragoza on Sunday. 

With seven games left, Real have 68 points and Deportivo 
Coruna are second on 57 after slumping to a 2-1 defeat at 
Celta Vigo over the weekend. Valencia, held to a 0-0 draw at 
Real Oviedo, stay in third spot on $3 points, the same total as 
fourth-placed Real Mallorca who drew 2-2 at Villarreal. 

Fifth-placed Barcelona had three players sent off as they 
crashed to a humiliating 3-1 defeat at relegation-threatened 
Osasuna. Zaragoza started strongly against Real but the lead- 
cers went ahead against the run of play as Raul headed a Savio 
cross into the ground and saw it bounce over keeper Juanmi 
into the net on 17 minutes. 

Zaragoza fought back with a fine goal from Juanele, who 
rifled the ball past Casillas on 28 minutes, but Raul restored 
Real's lead with another header, 

Raul had initiated the move, but it was a fine cross from 
‘Steve McManaman that allowed the Spanish international 
striker to head home for his 19th goal of the season on 33 min- 
utes. 

‘Zaragoza levelled once more 16 minutes into the second 
half after Jamelli burst past three Real defenders and steered 
the ball wide of Casillas, But seven minutes later Savio sealed 
the victory for Real as he picked the ball up on the byline, cut 
inside and drove his shot inside the near post. 

Two goals from Ivan Rosado and one from Alex 
Femandez direct from a comer completed an upset victory for 
‘Osasuna over Catalan giants Barcelona and saw them climb a 
place to 18th in the 20-team table. 

After they went 3-1 behind in the second half Barcelona 
ost their composure, and Simao Sabrosa was sent off after he 
dived into a tackle against Carlos Llorens on 66 minutes. [van 
de la Pena and Sergi were also given red cards for rash chal- 
lenges late in the game. Llorenc Serra Ferrer’s side, who were 
found wanting against more determined and motivated oppo- 
nents, have conceded 11 goals in their last three league out- 
ings, 

The pressure is likely to mount on club president Joan 
Gaspart to take urgent action. Barcelona stay fifth on 51 
pe but are still out of the Champions League qualification 

laces. 


Celta Vigo’s Alexander Mostovoi, who 
scored against Deportivo La Coruna. 


SC Freiburg § Kaiserslautern 2, TSV 1860 Munich 2 ViB 
Stuttgart 1, Eintracht Frankfurt 0 Bayer Munich 2. Hansa 
Rostock 2 Cologne 1, Energie Cottbus 1 Sp¥ge Unterhaching 
0, Werder Bremen 2 Vil, Wolfsburg 3, Bayer Leverkusen 1 

Hamburg SY {, Schalke 04 3 Hertha Berlin 1, Borussia 
Dortmund 5 VAL Bochum 0 


4, E. Cottbus 
5. VIB Stuttgart 
6 eee 


BOR Sua a wins ke ey a 
RUSEBReGsSheesseusng 


Real Oviedo 0 Valeacia 0, Alaves 1 Malaga 2, Espanyo 1 Racing 
Santander 0, Las Palmas | Numancia 1, Osasuna 3 Barcelona 1, 
Rayo Vallecano 1 Athletic Bilbao 2, Real Sociedad 3 Valladolid 
1, Real Zaragoza 2 Real Madrid 3, Villareat 2 Real Mallorca 2, 
Celta Vigo 2 Deportivo Corina i. 


Est 


SSSSESSEE AS a 


USRseesetseestenss 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Club Bruges 1 Charleroi 0, Germinal Beerschot 3 
Antwerp I, Eendracht Aalst 1 Westerlo 2;Mechelen 2 
Beveren 2, Standard Liege 3 Lierse 2,¢Lokeren 2 Genk 
2, Excelsior Mouscron 2 Ghent 2, Sint-Truiden 1 
Harelbeke 1, La Louviere 0 Anderlecht 1. 


LF 
174 
174 
5 67 
8 53 
N55 
8 46 
9 52 
10 57 
13 42 
13 45 
12 40 
15 34 
14 26 
17 28 
19 33 
17 29 
15 25 
17 37 


PW 
1. Anderlecht 30 21 
2. Club Bruges 30 20 
3. Standard Liege 15 
4, Ghent 14 
5. G. Beerschot 16 
6, Lokeren 13 
7. Westerlo 13 
8. Mouscron 13 
9. Lierse 12 
10. Charleroi 12. 
11. Genk 10 
12, Antwerp 10 
13, Beveren 
14. Aalst 
15, Harelbeke 
16. Sint-Truiden 
17. La Louviere 
18. Mechelen 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Roda JC Kerkradel Sparta Rotterdam 0, NAC Breda 0 
AZ Alkmaar 0, Graafschap Doetinchem 4 Twente 
Enschede 0, Groningen 2 RBC Roosendaal 0, 
Heerenveen 6 Fortuna Sittard 1, Feyenoord 3 NEC 
Nijmegen 0, PSV Eindhoven 3 RKC Waalwijk 1, 
Utrecht 1 Willem II Tilburg 0, 


WRI MUM AIMeCHHsCOy 


os 


PW 
1,PSV Eindhoven 29 
2. Feyenoord oS) 
3. Roda JC Kerkrade 29 
4. Ajax Amsterdam 
5. RKC Waalwijk 
6. Vitesse Armhem 
7. Utrecht 
8. Heerenveen 
9, Willem II Tilburg 
10, NAC Breda 
11. NEC Nijmegen 
12. Groningen 
13, AZ Alkmaar 
14. Twente Enschede 
15. Doetinchem 
16, Fortuna Sittard 
17. Sparta Rotterdam 29 
18. RBC Roosendaal 29 


PORTUGUESE FIRST DIVISION 


Pacos Ferreira 2 Maritimo 1, Benfica 1 Vitoria 
Guimaraes 0, Estrela Amadora 1° Alverca 2, Uniao 
Leiria 1 Gil Vicente 0, Beira Mar 3 Salgueires 2, Porto 
4 Aves 0, Boavista 1 Sporting 0, Braga 4 
Campomaiorense 0. 


aesaunay 
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A Pts 
16 65 
23 61 
32 55 
35 54 
31 52 
33 46 
2 
40 
30 
44 
35 
44 
3 
37 
4 
50 
55 
48 


1, Boavista 

2. Porto 

3. Sporting 

4. Braga 

5. Benfica 

6. Uniao Leiria 

7. Belenenses 

8. Beira Mar 

9. Pacos Ferreira 

10. Salgueiros 

11, Farense 

12. Alverca 

13. Maritimo 

14. Gil Vicente 

15. Vitoria Guimaraes 
16. Campomaiorense 
17. Aves j 
18. Estrela Amadora 29 


SAIDSED AOS ICA LRT 
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THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA : e 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
PERTH GLORY 28 17 

WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 27 +16 
MARCONI STALLIONS 28 13 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS __).28 13 
{ FOOTBALL KINGZ 28 11 
| ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
SYDNEY UNITED 28 11 
CANBERRA COSMOS 28 11 
PARRAMATTA POWER 28 11 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 28.8 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 
EASTERN PRIDE 28 


SYDNEY UNITED 
(Awaritefe 18, Collina og 44, Arambasic 68) 


SYDNEY 
(Cardozo 16 & 41) 


Venue: Sydney United Sports Centre. Crowd: 5,124. Referee: E. Len 
Cautions: Zorbas (S0) 6, Rastall (SU) 31, Asanovic (SU) 63, Mes 876 


feams: SYDNEY Hughes, le Bosar 18), Pls, Mare, Ras | 
Pon Webb ett 46), Deu, Asanovic, Menapi, Awaritefe (Arambasic 


SE 
oli MN taeeitee ae lad rel Zorbas, a Fo 
(MacAlister 60). i 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 
(Urlovic 45, Rufer 87 pen & 92) 


(Young 13, Reid 50) 


Stadium. Crowd: 3,616. Referee: N. Fox. 
Gaus ne WH) 2 Ube (ABN A2, Reid (WW) 58, Ngata (AK) 88. 
Red Cards: Young (WW) 


Teams: AUCKLAND KINGZ: Cuello, Bunce, Lines, Perry, Jackson pe 67), 
Rane eee ee a eee Cartwright (Osman 63), sien 
WOLVES: Anasiasiadis, Souris, Ceccoli, Stant 


r Hoy Hs, Rel Pete \Choperielé 6D) "Young, Huxley, Blake, 


Taras 75), 
Middleby. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
(Rech 36) 
PERTH 4 , 
(Mori 31, 55 & 58, Milicevic 14) ‘3 
Venue: Ballymore. Referee: M. Breaze. Crowd: 1,590. 

feams: BRISBANE STRIKERS: Baldock, Dreger (Bell 85m), McKain, 
an McLaren, North, Davidson (Dwyer 65m), Harris (Smeltz nl Rech, 


Hews, Buljan, 

PERTH GLORY: Pethovic, Faria, Miller (Edwards 82m), Milicevic, Harnwel 

as Junior (Carbone 85m), Wehtman, Mori, Despotovski (Mrdja 82m), 
Maloney. 


Melbourne Knights... 2... .VS .-..-2..--- Newcastle United 

Brisbane Strikers — . - Sen ee = 
| Canberra Cosmos... 26 1 V8 S02 eee ee Perth Glory 
|| Wollongong Wolves... ...... Ws... Adelaide City Force 
| South Melbourne ..........WS.--. » ++ Northern Spirit 
| Sydney United .. - 
|| Sydney Olympic . - 
| 


